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Neodesha Promise Celebrates One Year of Educational Prosperity and Community Vitality 
The first Promise community in Kansas sees growth despite pandemic 

(Neodesha, Kansas) November 19, 2020 – The Neodesha Promise 

Scholarship Program recognized its one-year anniversary by 

honoring current students, alumni, and community partners. 

Several student-centered events were held throughout the day to 

celebrate the anniversary and look back on the year’s 

accomplishments. 

This week marked one year since the Neodesha Promise 

Scholarship Program was announced. The program declared that 

every qualifying Neodesha High School graduate would receive 

financial support to attend any U.S. Pell Grant approved college, 

community college or technical school of their choice.  

Since its inception, USD 461 and the City of Neodesha have seen 

growth in enrollment, economic development, and community 

engagement – all tied to promoting and sustaining the Promise 

program. 

The Marilyn Cram Cutler Charitable Foundation was established in 2019 by a generous alumnus who wanted to give 

back to his hometown in effort to both advocate for post-secondary education as well as to spur community growth. 

Since then, several other alumni have explored avenues to support the Promise and community programs. 

Neodesha’s Community Development Director Jeri Hammerschmidt says that the City is seeing several new business 

ventures and housing initiatives. “The Promise provided us with the opportunity to address some of the challenges that 

many small towns are facing. However, the Promise has spurred enthusiasm and growth that many other communities 

don’t have,” said Hammerschmidt. “We are dedicated to cultivating a community that will provide the best quality of life 

for our youth and community members,” added Hammerschmidt.  

“It has been an incredible first year despite the challenges brought on by the pandemic,” said Program Administrator, 

Rebekah Peitz. “The Neodesha community has rallied behind the Promise program by supporting and engaging in 

numerous community initiatives. Everyone in some way or another has contributed to the excitement and growth of this 

small town, and it’s only the beginning,” added Peitz. 

To read more about The Neodesha Promise Scholarship Program, please visit www.neodeshapromise.org.  
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