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Message from the Principal 
Principal: Nathan West Contact Information: 325-3015 

            nwest@usd461.org 
                                                              Social Media: Twitter- @NathanWest8 

 
It is an honor to lead Neodesha High School for a second year and I am extremely excited 
about the upcoming school year.  There has been a tremendous amount of work taking 
place in our building over the course of the summer.  Our custodial staff has done an 
outstanding job getting our building ready so our students can learn in a safe, clean 
environment.  Our staff is extremely excited to welcome our students back into classes as 
we continue on the journey of building a collaborative FAMILY environment. Student 
leadership, character education, and the traditions that built NHS are extremely important 
to me.  These areas will continue to be our focus every day as Neodesha High School is 
dedicated to helping each child achieve his/her dreams.  
 
Our theme this year is “Chase your Dreams, Never Ever Give Up” and is fitting for NHS 
students.  We are in the process of redesigning our school and want our students to strive 
to achieve any dream they have.  As we continue to transition to a student-centered 
culture this will continue to be our focus.  So encourage your student to dream big and 
work as hard as they can to achieve those dreams. 

	
	

Kansas Redesign/Gemini II Project 
 
USD 461 will be a redesign district for the 2018-2019 school year.  Our objective for the 
year is to redesign our school district to provide students with real world experiences that 
help develop 21st century skills.  Our vision is to provide students with pathways that will 
allow them to obtain industry level certifications or college readiness curriculum. We will 
look to create business/community partnerships throughout this process that will allow 
our students various opportunities.  We will spend this year researching best learning 
practices, engaging in community/student discussion, various site visits, and redesign 
meetings with state personnel.  More information on the Kansas Can Vision and the 
Mercury/Gemini projects can be found at:  
https://www.ksde.org/Agency/Fiscal-and-Administrative-Services/Communications-and-
Recognition-Programs/Vision-Kansans-Can/School-Redesign/Mercury-7 
 

Watch DOGS Program 
Neodesha High School will also begin a Watch DOGS program this year.  This nationally 
known program stands for Dads Of Great Students and is designed to get male 
father/mentor figures into the building.  These Watch DOGS be provided with various 
duties throughout the day and become an active part of our school environment.  Any 
interested male can contact either Nathan West at 325-3015 or Leah Ostroe-Arnold at 
325-3333.  More information on the Watch DOGS program can be found at: 
https://dadsofgreatstudents.com 
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NHS will continue to focus on building a FAMILY 
centered environment.  At NHS we have identified 

FAMILY to mean: Forget About Me, I Love You.  This 
theme will now allow NHS to establish an environment 

centered on US together. 
 
 

 

 
	

NHS	will	also	continue	to	focus	on	character	
education	and	teaching	our	students	the	
necessary	soft	skills	they	will	need	to	be	

successful	in	the	work	place.		We	will	utilize	
several	different	character	education	programs	
that	will	allow	us	to	work	these	traits	into	our	

curriculum	
	

	


