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Nondiscrimination(Handbook Language) 
The district shall maintain a learning environment free from discrimination, insult, intimidation, or harassment 
due to race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, or disability. 
Any incident of discrimination in any form shall promptly be reported to a teacher, the principal or other 
appropriate school official for investigation and corrective action by the compliance officer. 
Any student who engages in discrimination may be reprimanded and counseled to refrain from such 
conduct.  Any student who continues to engage in discriminatory conduct shall be disciplined.  Any student 
who engages in discriminatory behavior may be disciplined in a matter deemed appropriate by the 
administration, up to and including suspension or expulsion from school. 

ACT Dates for 2019-2020 
Test Date 
September 14, 2019 

Registration Deadline 
August 16, 2018 

October 26, 2019 September 27, 2018 
December 14, 2019 November 8, 2018 
February 8, 2020 January 10, 2019 
April 4, 2020 February 29, 2019 
June 13, 2020 
July 18, 2020                     
 
February 25, 2020- ACT Neodesha 
February 26, 2020- Work Keys Test  
 

May 8, 2019 
June 19, 2020 

Allergy Alert 
At Neodesha High School we have students that have severe allergies to nuts, and to reduce the risk of 
exposure Neodesha Middle/High School will be a peanut limited environment.  We request that 
parents/guardians do not send peanut products with their child to school and they actively monitor the labels 
of products they give their child to bring to school.  Strict avoidance of all nut products is the only way to 
prevent a life threatening allergic reaction and we are asking for everyone’s assistance in providing a safe 
learning environment for every student. 

Alma Mater / Spirit Songs 
Hail to thee, Neody………………………………………… 
You're the school that we love,………. 
Halls with memories hallowed,………………….. 
Made by God up above……………….. 
Proudly in our hearts will your glories ring,…. 
As we raise our voices and your praises sing.   - Dale Casteel 
 
Traditional Cheer after singing of Alma Mater: 
N-E-O-D-Y / Fight! 
N-E-O-D-Y / Fight! 
N-E-O-D-Y / Fight! 
Neody Fight,  Neody Fight, 
Neody FIGHT, FIGHT, FIGHT! 
Bluestreaks  on  Parade (School Song / Fight Song) 
We are the Bluestreaks of Neody High…………… 
We hold a mighty banner to the sky…………. 
And when our band in blue goes marching by, 
We give a cheer and then a sigh…………………. 
And to the teams who wear our colors true,…… 
Stand up and shout till all opponents fade……. 
It's ever on Neody that's our cry,……………….. 
Fight to do or die,………………………………. 
We are the Bluestreaks on Parade.  HEY!………… -Dale Casteel 

Assemblies 
Periodically, all-school assemblies will be held.  Students are expected to be attentive, cooperative, 
courteous and respectful at the assemblies.  Students will be seated in the auditorium with either their 
FAMILY teachers or grade level classes.   
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Attendance 
Each student at Neodesha High School is expected to attend school on a daily basis.  Student success is 
measured by exams, homework, and knowledge gained from the work completed in class each day.  
Therefore, in order for students to be as successful as possible attendance is critical. 
Attendance Policy for NHS 
1.Present or School-Related Non-attendance 
2.Absent 

A)  Excused with parent/guardian phone communication or with a note if a phone is not available. This 
includes all illness, doctor, legal, and emergency absences.  Students are required to bring a 
doctor’s note the day they return to excuse the absence.  School assignments must be completed 
promptly.  
Neodesha High School reserves the right to determine whether an absence is excused or 
unexcused. 

B) Unexcused not excused by parent or guardian.  Missing work will be expected to be completed 
by the student 

           Unexcused 1= 1 hour office detention  
Unexcused  2 = 1 day of In-School Suspension 
Unexcused 3 = 2 days of In-School Suspension plus A letter home explaining Probationary 

status  
Unexcused 4 = Short Term Suspension and a disciplinary Hearing. 

Students cannot be classified as "absent" in a class in excess of ten (10) periods for the year and remain 
eligible for course credits.  All “Parent Calls” and “Unexcused” absences count towards a students’ 10-day 
limit.  Student’s exceeding the 10-day limit will be expected to make those days up.  Student attendance 
policy is as follows: 

 
A. Sixth (6th) absence: Parents will receive a 6-day letter, a parent/student conference will be held 

and the student will be placed on an attendance contract.   
B. Tenth (10th) absence: Parents will receive a 10-day letter, a parent/student conference will be held 

and the student will be notified of the attendance hearing process after the next absence. 
 
Students who lose eligibility for course credits by exceeding the allotment of ten absences a year may 
appeal within five (5) days to the attendance committee.  Process for the hearing is as follows:  

A. Student explanation for excessive absences.  Students will create an action plan to fix 
attendance issues and a proposal for credit recovery. 

B. Question and Answer.  The attendance committee will ask any necessary questions of the 
student. 

C. Committee Hearing.  The committee will discuss and determine what the student must complete 
to recover their credits. 

Possible logic for restoring eligibility for credit might include: 
♦ Prolonged or serious illness under a doctor's care. 
♦ Out of town doctor appointments or legal obligations. 
♦ Out of town educational trips approved prior to the trip. 
♦ Unavoidable hardship or family crisis. 

State truancy attendance laws will be followed by Neodesha High School.  Laws require that we report any 
student who misses three (3) consecutive unexcused days or five unexcused days (5) or more days in a 
semester or seven unexcused days (7) days in a year.  Students who miss school unexcused will not be 
allowed to attend school events that day or night.  Students who are involved in extracurricular 
activities must be in attendance the last four (4) hours of the school day to be able to participate. 

Building 
The school building will be unlocked each morning at 7:30 a.m.  Students are expected to behave 
appropriately in the hallways prior to school starting. From normal usage, school property may become 
damaged.  Damages during normal use and accidental damage will not require paying for repair.  Damage 
due to irresponsible use or intentional and willful damage or destruction will be assessed 
appropriate fees to cover repair costs.  Suspension or expulsion and criminal prosecution may result 
since vandalism to school property is a crime in Kansas (misdemeanor for minor vandalism and felony for 
major vandalism). 

Bullying Plan/Procedures 
Bullying will not be tolerated on school property, in a school vehicle or at school sponsored activity or event. 
 
Bullying is defined as activities or events: 
Repeated and purposely attempting to control or intimidate another person by one or more individuals with 
verbal, written or physical acts.  These acts or threats are severe, persistent or pervasive and create an 
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intimidating, threatening or abusive environment for students or staff member.  Examples of bullying include 
but are not limited to: 
 

• Intimidation – either physical or mental. 
 

• Threats of any kind. 
 

• Assaults – verbal, physical, mental, or toward property. 
 
Cyber Bullying is defined as: 
Cyber bullying is when children or teens bully each other using the Internet, cell phones or other cyber 
technology. Cyber bullying will also not be tolerated on school property, in a school vehicle or at school 
sponsored activity or event. 
 
Examples of Cyber bullying include but not limited to: 
 

• Sending inappropriate text, email, or instant messages; 
 

• Posting inappropriate pictures or messages about others on blogs, web sites, or other social 
media outlets 

 
• Using someone else’s user name to spread rumors or lies about someone; 

The School Board expects administrators and supervisors to make clear to students and staff that bullying in 
the school building, on school grounds, on the bus, or at school-sponsored functions will not be tolerated 
and will be grounds for disciplinary action. 
 
Any student who believes that he or she has been subjected to bullying or who has witnessed a 
bullying act should discuss the alleged bullying with the teacher, bus driver, para, or principal.  Any 
complaint must then be relayed immediately to the building principal. 
 
Students found to be involved in the bullying of other students will be subject to disciplinary action deemed 
appropriate by the building administration.  Reporting of  this incident to law enforcement may also occur 
depending on the circumstances of the incident. 

Cancellation of School 
In the event that we are forced to close school because of weather conditions, notification will be made with 
the PowerSchool Messenger Service as well as on radio stations KGGF AM 690 and KGGF FM 104.1 
(Coffeyville), 1460 (Chanute), KIND 102.9 and KIND FM 1010 (Independence) and on television KOAM 
Channel 7, Cable Channel 14.  We will attempt to make the decision as early as possible for convenience, 
however the safety of students is our primary concern.  When schools are open, no announcement will be 
made by the media.  Please do not call school personnel or school offices concerning school closing. 

Cell Phone Policy  
Cell Phones will be allowed into the building at Neodesha High School but are not allowed to distract from 
the educational environment.  Cell Phones are NOT allowed to be used within any bathroom or locker 
room in the building.   
Students will have access to their cell phones at the following times: 

• Before School 
• During Lunch 
• After School 

At no other times during the school day may students access their cell phones without 
teacher/administrator permission. Students can still be reached during the day by contacting the 
office. 
 
Consequences for violation of the cell phone policy at Neodesha High School will be as follows: 

• 1st Offense: 1 hour office detention; Parent/Guardian will be contacted about the offense  
• 2nd Offense: 1 day ISS  
• 3rd and every other offense thereafter: OSS for failure to comply with a reasonable request.  

 
Neodesha High School (USD 461) is not responsible for lost, stolen, or broken cell phones or electronic 
devices.  The school will not pay for phones or electronic devices that are lost, stolen, or 
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misplaced.  Students must take ownership and responsibility for their own electronic devices if they choose 
to bring them to school. 

Classroom Expectations 
Students at Neodesha High School are expected to be active participants in the learning process.  To 
accomplish this, some common rules must be recognized and practiced: 
1. Help maintain a school atmosphere conducive to learning.  Be in your classroom before the tardy bell 

rings.  Be orderly in the room. 
2. Respect the bodies, space and property of others. 
3. Give courteous attention. 
4. Never interfere with the right of the teacher to teach or other students to learn. 
5. Be prepared for class by bringing all necessary materials. 
6. Be considerate of classmates by not distracting or interrupting. 
7. Classroom furniture, walls, and floors are to be kept clean at all times. 
8. Accept criticism courteously. 
9. The teacher will dismiss class at the appropriate time 

Chromebook Policy 
Neodesha High School will provide every student a school issued Chromebook to use for educational 
purposes. Students are expected to use their Chromebooks appropriately and are responsible for 
appropriate care. Intentional damage to the Chromebook will result in the student paying for the 
damage to school property.  
 
Inappropriate use of a Chromebook by a student will result in the following: 

• 1st Offense: 1 hour office detention; Parent/Guardian will be contacted about the offense 
• 2nd Offense: 1 day ISS 
• 3rd and every other offense thereafter: OSS for failure to comply with a reasonable request. 

Chromebooks: Refer to the Student/Parent Pledge for Chromebook use. 
Communication 

Weekly bulletins will be emailed to both the students and staff with the upcoming weekly events. Weekly 
activity bulletins will also be posted to the district social media accounts.  When necessary there will be 
articles published within the local newspaper as well.  We will make every effort to effectively communicate 
with our stakeholders. 

Community Service  
Neodesha High School recognizes the huge community support and input that helps an educational system 
develop, maintain, and prosper in rapidly changing circumstances.  In an attempt to "give back" to the 
community and to develop a positive student feeling of volunteerism, opportunities are created for students 
to earn community service credits during four years of high school.  Each authentic community service 
project must be approved in advance and documented after completion.  Each year we will recognize 
Freshman with at least 25 hours, Sophomores with at least 50 hours, and Juniors with at least 75 hours. 
Those graduating seniors who accumulate one hundred (100) or more hours of credit will be honored with 
prestigious graduation distinction.   

 Community Service Regulations 
All service must comply with USD 461 School Board policies. All high school students are eligible to 
participate in the program. Service may be volunteered to both the school and the community.  All services 
must have prior approval of the community service coordinator. 
Volunteer work done to promote a particular religious or political point of view or person cannot count as 
volunteer hours in the program.  However performing service for a religious institution or a government 
agency may count as long as it does not involve proselytizing or campaigning and prior approval has been 
granted.   

• The volunteer service is not to take place of paid labor. 
• Service for which a student is paid may not be counted. 
• Service rendered, as a prerequisite for employment will not count. 
• Community service cannot include service for family members. This is considered family obligation 

not community service. 
• Participation in theatrical/musical performances festivals, or competitions does not count as volunteer 

service unless the performance meets an identified community service need and the student does 
not receive any payment for the performance. 

• Direct fundraising cannot count. 
• Service performed as a result of a disciplinary action taken by the school or courts cannot count as 

community service. 
• Babysitting or similar service performed for an individual family will not count. 
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Community service time sheets must be turned in by the following dates: 
Summer hours by September 30th 
Fall hours by Jan 31st 
Spring hours by May 1st  
Hours turned in after the stated dates will not count. 

Computer Use 
Any e-mail or computer application or information in district computers or computer systems is subject to 
monitoring by staff and/or administration.  The school retains the right to duplicate any information created 
by students in a computer system or on any individual computer.     Students shall have no expectations of 
privacy when using district e-mail or computer systems.  E-mail messages shall be used only for approved 
educational purposes.  Appropriate language shall be used.  Students are expected to use the system 
following guidelines approved by teachers or the administration. Students who violate these rules, or any 
other classroom rules relating to use are subject to disciplinary actions up to and including suspension from 
school. 

Crisis Management Plan 
The Board of Education and Administration of U.S.D. #461 acknowledges the necessity to prepare a Crisis 
Management Plan in the event that a crisis should occur.  Participants and staff have a basic need for 
security and safety.  Any event, which threatens that feeling of safety and security, shall be considered a 
crisis.  There are unlimited possibilities for a crisis situation.  Those include, but are not limited to death, 
suicide, natural disaster, acts of violence, and accident.  From time to time, your child might report to 
you drills that may occur to better prepare students and staff members in the event of a crisis.  
Persons wishing to know more about the crisis plan should contact their building administrator. 
USD #461’s Operational Procedures 

1. USD #461 will refrain from on-site funerals. 
2. Memorials will be guided as documented in the District Crisis Response Plan 

Handbook. 
3. Superintendent will conduct ALL press interviews.  Students are    encouraged to avoid 

media interviews.  
4. Evacuation procedure will follow the district crisis response plan handbook. 

Central Parent Communication Location: Information regarding situation/student will be 
accessed at the Board of Education office. 

Dance & Social Activities 
Several school dances will be held during the school year.  School policy shall apply at school dances the 
same as at other school-sponsored activities including clothing.  Students may not leave the dance or school 
activity and be allowed to return.  Students will be permitted to bring outside guests as dates to the football 
and basketball homecoming dances.  A student bringing a guest will be responsible for the guest's behavior 
at the dance.  For the Junior/Senior Prom, students may bring dates not enrolled in NHS providing they are 
at least juniors in high school.  Sophomores or younger are not eligible to attend whether from 
Neodesha or another school.  Students who may have dropped out of school and are at the 
sophomore level or lower are not eligible to attend.  Individuals over the age of 20 may not attend 
any dance at NHS.  Other school dances may be restricted to NHS students only.  This will be announced 
prior to the dance. All school-sponsored dances shall end before midnight. 

Discipline 
The goals of responsible discipline plan are: 

♦ Encourage appropriate behavior 
♦ Help prevent problems from arising for students in the future 
♦ Instill a lifetime sense of self-discipline 

Statement of Responsibil ity 
The school shall be responsible for discipline and the safety of the students on campus or field trips between 
the hours of 7:30 a.m. when the doors open on school days and 3:30 p.m. when the official day for the 
school staff closes.  The responsibility of the school continues after 3:30 p.m. when school-sponsored 
activities, approved by the BOE are taking place.  Members of the certified staff of the school are not 
responsible for the behavior and/or acts of the students on the way to and from school (except for bus 
riders); that responsibility lies with the parents / guardians of the students.  Neodesha High School has an 
open lunch period for 10, 11, and 12th grade students and the school is not responsible for students who are 
off campus during their lunch period.  All staff, certified and non-certified, have full authority over 
students anywhere on the grounds or in the school building… Good classroom discipline is necessary 
for a proper learning atmosphere.  Teachers are expected to maintain effective classroom order.  If 
detention is used as a form of discipline, the teacher may request that students stay after school the 
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same day.  The student may be excused the first day only by a parent request.  The student must 
stay the second day. 
Detention Skips 
1st Time    a student chooses to skip any detention, the time will be doubled. 
2nd Time    a student chooses to skip any detention; the consequence will be an in-school suspension. 
3rd Time     a student does not attend any detention; the consequence will be 2 days in-school suspension. 
4th Time   a student does not attend any assigned detention, the consequence will be a 3-day out-of-school 

suspension. 
5th Time      a student does not attend any detention; the consequence will be a 5-day out-of-school 

suspension and a hearing. 
Office Referral 
1st Time      Referral to the office by any teacher will result in the student serving a one-day In-school 

suspension. 
2nd Time      Referral to the office by any teacher will result in the student serving a 2-day In-school 

suspension. 
3rd Time      Referral to the office by any teacher will result in a short-term out-of-school suspension of 3-5 

days or placement in the Alternative Program.  The student would be placed on school 
probation for the remainder of the term and the student and parent/guardian will sign a 
school probation contract listing the consequences of future misbehavior. 

4th Time      Referral to the office by any teacher will result in the student having a hearing for extended term 
suspension or expulsion. 

The teacher will discipline students causing minor disruptions in class.  Parents of students who persistently 
cause class disruptions shall be notified.  The principal will be notified of students who are persistent 
problems.  After the teacher has had a student conference, notified parents, and the student continues to 
cause disruptions, the student shall be referred to the office.  The teacher any time a student is referred to 
the office will contact parents. 
 
Students who cause major disruptions will be sent directly to the office.  Major disruptions are defined as: 
damage to school property, damage to other students property, stealing, abusive or profane language, 
fighting, inciting a fight, use of tobacco on school grounds, use of any non-prescription drug (including 
alcohol), weapon or facsimile, and any behavior which endangers other students' safety or health.  Students 
guilty of a major disruption will be suspended from school.  At Neodesha High School, school district 
administrators will handle suspensions of students. 
 
In-School Suspension 
In-School suspension will be used under certain circumstances (disruptions, skipping detentions, office 
referrals, leaving school, and special conditions).  Students in In-School Suspension will work through 
activities on character education, social emotional, and behavioral reform.  Students will also be 
allowed to work on coursework throughout the day but may need additional time after school hours 
to complete that work as homework. The length of any one session of In-school suspension will not 
exceed five (5) school days.  Students in In-School suspension will not be allowed electronic devices.  
Students will provide their own lunch (not fast food) or will eat the school lunch. 
 
Out of School Suspension 
Out of school suspension will be used when a student commits a major disruption within the school day.  
Students in Out of school suspension will not be allowed to attend any school related activity until the 
suspension is over.  Students will be expected to make up the work they missed during their suspension and 
credit for the assignment will be given at teacher discretion. 
 
Suspension Policy 
Students may legally be suspended from Neodesha High School for any of the following reasons** 

1) Willful violation of any published regulation for student conduct adopted or approved by the 
Board of Education. 

2) Conduct, which substantially disrupts, impedes, or interferes with the operation of school. 
3) Conduct, which substantially infringes upon or invades the rights of others. 
4) Disobedience of an order from a teacher, peace officer, or any other school authority. 
5) Conduct which has resulted in conviction of a pupil, or any student offense specified in Chapter 

21 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, or any criminal statute of the United States. 
(**From Kansas Statutes Annotated 72-8901) 
An administrator of USD 461 may impose short-term suspension upon a pupil/student for a period not to 
exceed ten (10) consecutive school days.  The student must be informed of the reason(s) for the suspension 
and be given an informal hearing to explain his or her actions and positions.  A written notice of the short-



7 

term suspension and reasons shall be given to the student, superintendent, and parents within 24 hours 
after the suspension has been imposed. 

Dishonesty 
Acts of academic cheating, forgery, or plagiarism have no positive place at school.  These acts are 
detrimental to the educational processes and will be strongly discouraged as unacceptable behaviors with 
appropriate disciplinary action by the classroom teacher or administration. 

Dress Code 
Because of the relationship between a student's appearance and his/her appropriate behavior conducive to 
learning, all students at N.H.S. are expected to dress neatly and appropriately following these guidelines: 

1) Hair, beards and mustaches are to be kept cleanly groomed and styled. 
2) Shoes are to be worn on the feet. 
3) Headdress such as caps, hats, sweatbands, "doo-rags", bandannas, scarves, or hoods are not 

appropriate school apparel and need to be kept in the student's locker. 
4) Extreme apparel like jeans, shorts, or shirts with massive or multiple holes are not appropriate 

school apparel. 
5) Sunglasses are considered for outdoor purposes, not indoor, unless prescribed by a doctor 

and cleared with the school nurse. 
6) Clothing with obscene, suggestive, disruptive, or inappropriate printing or pictures is not 

appropriate school apparel. 
7) Clothing that advertises, displays, or represents tobacco, alcoholic products, drugs, sex, or 

disloyalty to our country is not appropriate school apparel. 
8) Clothing displaying bare midriffs, half-shirts, tank tops with low-cut necks or large holes, 

"cut-off shorts" w/o a hem, or short shorts, sagging pants are not appropriate school apparel. 
Each situation may be interpreted on an individual basis at the administration's discretion. 

Driving and Parking 
Parking is available in school parking lot but should be used properly.  Improper parking, careless driving, 
reckless driving, or excessive displays of speed will result in the loss of parking privileges.  Only NHS 
students or staff may park in the parking lot or be on school grounds from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on school 
days without advance permission from school authorities.  Upon entering the parking lot, students must park 
their vehicle and enter the building. 

Drug/Alcohol/Substance abuse Policy 
As a condition of continued enrollment in the district, students shall abide by the terms of the USD 461 
Board of Education policy (JDDA-R) of August 1995.  Students shall not unlawfully manufacture, distribute, 
dispense, possess or use illicit drugs, controlled substances, tobacco products or alcoholic beverages 
in any situation in school or outside of school.  Violations of the substance abuse policy shall be 
considered confirmed when information is gathered from law enforcement agencies, eyewitness 
accounts from district employees and student confessions.  Any student violating the terms of this 
policy shall be reported to the appropriate law enforcement officials, and shall be subject to the following 
sanctions:	
1st Offense:  A first time violator during any school year…	

A.      A punishment up to and including short-term suspension.	
B.      Suspension from all student activities for a period of not less than one month	

2nd  Offense:  A second time violator during any school year.	
A.      A punishment up to and including long-term suspension	
B.      Suspension from all student activities for a period of not less than 178 school days	

**A student placed on long-term suspension under this policy may be readmitted on a probationary status if 
the student agrees to complete a drug/alcohol rehabilitation program (names of acceptable programs are on 
file with the board clerk). 
3rd Offense: A third or more violation during any school year;	

¨        A punishment up to and including expulsion for 178 school days	
¨        Suspension from participating and attendance at all school activities for 178 school days	
¨        A student who is expelled from school under the terms of this policy may be readmitted during the 

term of expulsion only if the student has completed a drug and alcohol education and rehabilitation 
program at an acceptable program.	

Students who are suspended or expelled under the terms of this policy will be afforded the due process 
rights contained in board policies and Kansas statutes, K.S.A. 72-8901, et. Seq.   Nothing in this policy is 
intended to diminish the ability of the district to take other disciplinary action against the student in 
accordance with other policies governing student discipline.  In the event a student agrees to enter into and 
complete a drug education or rehabilitation program, the cost of such program shall be the responsibility of 
the student and his or her parents.  Drug and alcohol counseling and rehabilitation programs are available 
for students of the district.	
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A list of available programs along with names and addresses of contact person for the program is on file with 
the board clerk.  Parents or students should contact the directors of the programs to determine the cost and 
length of the program.  A copy of this policy and a list of available drug and alcohol counseling programs 
shall be provided to all students, and the parents of all students.  Parents of all students shall be notified that 
compliance with this policy is mandatory.	
Students involved in activities at NHS are also subject to the policies in the separate Neodesha High 
School Activity "Substance Policy"	

Eligibil ity/ Athletics 
A student is eligible for athletics: 
1 If they are a bona fide undergraduate student in good standing with the school. 
2 If they are not nineteen years of age on or before Sept. 1 of the school year in which they compete. 
3 If they have not completed eight semesters of high school attendance (this includes the total attendance 

beginning in the 9th grade). 
4 If they have not yet completed eight semesters of competition or more than four seasons in one sport 

(this includes grades 9 to 12). 
5 If they passed five subjects of unit weight the last semester in attendance (the last two semesters of 

possible eligibility must be consecutive). 
6 If they do not engage in outside competition in the same sport while a member of a school squad 

(consult the coach, A.D., or principal) before participating in any game, training session, or tryout in 
the same sport conducted by an outside organization. 

7 If they have passed an adequate physical examination by a physician and have the written consent of 
parent/guardian. 

8 If they have met the requirements of the transfer rule (in case of a transfer student). 
9 If they have not competed under a false name or for money or merchandise of intrinsic value and have 

observed all other provisions of the amateur rule. 
10 If they are not a member of a high school fraternity. 
11 If their attendance is regular and their conduct and standard of sportsmanship is satisfactory. 
12 If their weekly school eligibility sheet reflects an acceptable report.  

Eligibil ity Policy 
To be eligible to participate in any athletic programs at Neodesha Middle/High School each athlete must 
meet the following criteria: 	
1) They must pass 5 classes the previous semester per KSHSAA rule.	
2) They may have zero F’s/ HS and MS	

• Grades will be checked weekly after the third full week of each semester.	
• Grade checks will be performed using PowerSchool at 9:00am each Monday morning or the 

following day if school is not in session.  Teachers must update grades by 8:15 am each 
Monday morning.	

• Students with (1) F after a weekly grade check will be ineligible to participate in any extra-
curricular activities for a period of one week.	

• Eligibility or ineligibility shall begin on the day (typically Monday) of the weekly grade check and run 
through Sunday.	

• Students who are deemed ineligible under this policy will be allowed to continue to practice, but will 
not be allowed to miss school to travel with the team or activity.	

The Extra-Curricular Activities Weekly Eligibility Policy shall include the following activities:	
• All KSHSAA regulated activities	
• Senior college visitation days, club activities, class activities, and organization activities.	
• Any activities outside of the academic setting as determined by the administration.	

Emancipation 
Students who are enrolled at Neodesha High School but do not live at home with parents or guardian can 
declare school emancipation by securing a legally notarized document from parents or guardian stating that 
the student is no longer living at home but on his/her own.  By securing this notarized emancipation 
proclamation, the student can now excuse themselves for absences and can make other decisions 
regarding school matters. Neodesha Schools reserves the right to determine whether an absence is 
excused or unexcused. 

Emergency Safety Interventions (ESI)  
An emergency safety intervention is the use of seclusion or physical restraint. The use of an emergency 
safety intervention shall cease as soon as the immediate danger of physical harm and violent action ceases 
to exist. Emergency safety interventions law sets forth standards for the use of restraint and seclusion to 
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ensure that all Kansas students and staff have a safe learning environment. The standards found in the 
emergency safety intervention statutes and regulations are required to be followed in all Kansas public 
school districts and accredited private schools.* 

Emergency Drills 
Tornado, fire, lockdown and building evacuation, among other drills are held on a regular basis for students’ 
safety.  The school follows established procedures from the state fire marshall’s office, and the district’s 
crisis plan for these drills.  In the event of an actual emergency, the Board of Education office will notify 
parents, or guardians of the designated location where they may pick up their student.  We will not release 
students to other adults, or by phone calls from parents or guardians.  Students will only be released to 
those identified as emergency contacts.  During a shelter in place or a Lockdown emergency, or drill, 
students will not be released in keeping with district policy until an All Clear is given by the proper 
authorities.  During a weather emergency when city sirens are sounding, or when sheltering in place or in 
lockdown office phones will not be answered or doors opened, as every student and staff member will be 
sheltering or in lockdown. 

Enrollment Procedures 
Pre-enrollment will be conducted each spring. Results of pre-enrollment help to build the class schedule for 
the next school year. 

1 Class changes must be made within the first three-day’s of the current semester and the 
student, parents, teachers, and administration are involved. 

2 Both semesters of English I, II, & III must be passed before a student may enroll in the next level of 
the course. 

3 All college-bound students should be enrolled in English VI/Honors English. 
4 The administration has the right to allow a change in sequence once a student has reached the 

junior year. 
Extra-Curricular Activities 

KSHSAA (ATHLETIC) KSHSAA  (NON-ATHLETIC) 
*Football    *Band 
*Tennis (B/G)   *Choir 
*Volleyball   *Spirit Squad 
*Basketball (B/G)   *Forensics 
*Baseball (B)   *Student Council 
*Softball (G)   *Yearbook 
*Track (B/G)   *Newspaper 
* Cross Country (B/G)   *Scholars Bowl 
* Dance                                             *Chess 
Organizations / Clubs at Neodesha High School 
*National Honor Society  *Drama 
*Future Farmers of America *Spanish Club 
*Student Council (Stuco)  *Interact Club  
*Family Career & Community Leaders of America (FCCLA)   

 *Class Organizations  *Spanish National Honor Society  
     * FCA                                                *SKILS 
     * Art Honor Society  

In order to enable more students to be involved in holding a position or office, students are allowed 
to hold no more than two (2) major positions (presidencies) each year. 

Fees 
Chromebook insurance fee is $25.00 each year.  This fee covers any accidental damage to the chromebook 
by the student.  Any intentional damage to the school issued chromebook is not covered by the insurance 
and will result in the student/guardian paying for the damage. 
 
Students attending classes in USD 461 are not charged textbook fees.  Textbooks are very expensive to buy 
or replace so students are asked to guard and care for them.  Students that lose or destroy textbooks are 
asked to pay for them.  Accidental damage or normal wear and tear will not be assessed fees but 
irresponsible use damage or intentional damage will be assessed fees.  Graduation diplomas will not be 
awarded until all obligations are satisfied.  Students will be expected to provide materials as may be required 
by their teachers, such as pencils, pens, papers, spiral & 3-ring binders, and special supplies for art, 
industrial education, computer education, family and consumer sciences, and physical education.  Students 
are expected to have their materials and assignments each day when they enter the classroom. 
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Fighting at School 
When students engage in fighting at school or school activities, the school is required by state law to report 
the incident to law enforcement official in addition to the normal suspension consequences.  Fights near the 
school campus during the regular school week will be reported to the police.  Students who return to school 
following suspension consequences for fighting will be placed on a probationary status for the remainder of 
the school year.  In the event that another fight occurs involving the probationary student, a legal school 
disciplinary hearing will occur to discuss further consequences and possible expulsion. 

Fire Dril ls 
The purpose of any fire drill is to clear a building of its occupants as quickly as possible. Fire drills will be 
conducted at least once a month. When the fire drill sounds, all work must stop instantly with the occupants 
walking quickly and quietly to fasten it open until all occupants of that room are out. Teachers should see all 
lights are out and the door closed as they are leaving. Students leaving each exit should move at least 100 
feet from the building. Teachers will be notified of all students who have a handicap and will direct and 
supervise the evacuation of handicapped students. 

Fund Raisers 
All selling (fund raising) projects must be approved in advance by the administration of the school. Each 
organization will be allowed one fundraiser per school year. 

Grades and Grading Policy 
The grading policies and procedures will be determined accordingly by each department.  Grades are 
expected to be updated once a week by Monday at 8:15 AM. 

Graduation Requirements 
The following credits and course requirements must be met for all graduating students from Neodesha High 
School: 
Successfully complete 28 units from the following mandatory credits: 

a. Language Arts- four (4) units including English II and English III 
b. Mathematics- three (3) units including Algebra I, Algebra II, Real World Math, or 

Geometry  
c. Science- three (3) units including freshman science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics or 

Adv. Biology 
d. Social Science-three (3) units to include U.S. History, Government/Economics, World 

History. 
e. Physical Education-one (1) unit, which includes health education 
g. Consumer resource management 
h. One (1) unit of Fine Arts 
i. Basic Keyboarding/Computer Applications- all students must pass while a student at 

N.H.S. within grades 7-12 
j. Twelve and one half (12 1/2) units may be selected by the student to prepare for his/her 

future 
k. Senior Project Completion  

Grade Point Averages   (G.P.A.) 
In order to figure students G.P.A. Neodesha High School will use the following formula: 

"A"=4 / "B"=3 / "C"=2 / "D"=1 / "F"=0 
Multiply each semester "A"X 4/ "B"X 3/ etc. to get the total  
number of semester grade points.   Then take the total points and divide by the number of classes taken (a 
"P" grade for a class does not count in determining the G.P.A.). 
 The result of your calculations will yield your semester G.P.A…………. 
 In order to figure your total G.P.A. your entire transcript of course grades is needed but the 
calculation would remain the same. 
(Example A, A, A, B, B, C, C, C, =4+4+4+3+3+2+2+2=24 divided by 8=3.0 G.P.A.) 

Hall Passes 
Hall passes are not to be abused by students. Students must go to their destination by the shortest route 
and without delay.  Abusing hall passes may result in loss of privileges by that student.  Students must make 
arrangements with both teachers to go to another classroom during the class period.  

Hazing/Harassment/Intimidation/Bullying 
The board is committed to providing a positive and productive learning and working environment.  Hazing, 
harassment, intimidation, menacing or bullying by students, staff or third parties is strictly prohibited and 
shall not be tolerated in the district. 
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Students whose behavior is found to be in violation of this policy will be subject to discipline, up to and 
including expulsion.  Staff whose behavior is found to be in violation of this policy will be subject to discipline, 
up to and including dismissal.  Third parties whose behavior is found to be in violation of this policy shall be 
subject to appropriate sanctions as determined and imposed by the superintendent or board. 
 
Individuals may also be referred to law enforcement officials. 

Honor Roll 
Each semester academic recognition through three honor rolls is announced. Using the calculated G.P.A. 
(see G.P.A.) an honor roll student may be listed as earning: 

 I. 3.0 (B) Honor Roll 
 II. 3.5 (B+) Honor Roll 

 III. 4.0 (A) Honor Roll 
The student G.P.A. and honor roll status is also used to help determine Renaissance students (see 
Renaissance). 

Honor Students 
Neodesha High School seeks to honor academic excellence by recognizing outstanding student 
achievement.  Scholar students can be recognized at Neodesha High School by the following:  
1 Keith Hersh Honors Banquet recognizes the top 10% of students in grades 9th - 10th - 11th - 12th. 
2 The Kansas University Honors Program recognizes the top 10% of seniors with a banquet ceremony 

and special awards. 
3 NHS Special Awards Night recognizes special achievements of high school students but will focus on 

senior awards. 
4 Our school General Awards Assembly recognizes NHS student achievements from the current school 

year. 
5 The Kansas State Scholar Award is a special recognition for senior students scoring a high ACT and 

successfully completing the recommended Regents Institutions curriculum. 
6 Tri-Valley Scholars are seniors of the current school year recognized by the school and the Tri-Valley 

League for scoring the highest (3) ACT scores in the school. 
7 The Kansas Governor's Scholar Award goes to the top-graduating senior from every Kansas high 

school. 
8 A Renaissance student is recognized as someone who has set an academic objective of achievement 

and met that commitment. 
9 Each graduating class announces a valedictorian and a salutatorian as the top senior and runner-up to 

be honored. 
10 Our National Honor Society recognizes student honorees that have applied and have been elected as 

deserving student-leaders of the school. 
11 Each semester honor roll students are recognized for academic accomplishments at the 3.0 G.P.A. (B), 

3.5 G.P.A. (B+), and 4.0 G.P.A. (A) levels. 
12 The Presidential Excellence Award recognizes one 8th grader and one senior for outstanding academic 

achievement and citizenship.  
13 The Community Service Distinction Award recognizes graduating seniors who have documented proof 

of 100 hours of community service during their high school careers at Neodesha. 
14 Daughters of American Revolution "Good Citizenship" Award recognizes a senior each year that is 

highly involved in school and community citizenship activities. 
15 The Board of Education Academic Awards recognize the top scholars from each class. 
16 The K.S.H.S.A.A. Citizenship Awards recognizes athletes at both the junior high and high school levels 

who demonstrate the highest levels of positive school support. 
17 The Hugh O'Brien Youth Foundation Leadership Award recognizes a sophomore student each year for 

advanced summer training involving leadership opportunities around school and in the community. 
18 Girls and Boys State recognize juniors who wish to acquire advanced summer training in leadership 

opportunities. 
Incentive Program 

Neodesha High School’s incentive program is for students in grades 7-12.  This program is designed to 
encourage students to obtain higher levels of academic performance, as well as stress the importance of 
attendance.  Our goal with this program is to teach life skills by showing the importance of punctuality and 
daily attendance in the work force.    
 
The Incentive program will be based on the following criteria: 

• Perfect Attendance: No tardies or absences 
•  9 weeks: Hour Lunch 
•  Semester: Lunch on the High School 
•   Full Year: Trip or drawing 
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• 2 absences or less, 2 tardies or less for the entire semester.  The only excused absence FOR THIS 

PROGRAM ONLY is a school related absence.  
•  Exempt from Finals.  STUDENTS TAKING COLLEGE CLASSES ARE STILL 

REQUIRED TO TAKE THOSE FINALS ON THE SCHEDULED DAY SET BY THE 
UNIVERSITY. 

•  Do not have to come to school the last two days of  the semester 
 
Students may qualify in both categories and receive both rewards 
Students not meeting the qualifications outlined above will be expected to attend school the final 
two days of the semester to take finals.  Those students that choose not to attend school the last 
two days for finals will receive no credit for those tests. 

Internet 
Students at Neodesha High School are given access to a school issued Chromebook.  Students are 
expected to use this device appropriately while conducting Internet research for classroom assignments. 
Any Inappropriate use of the Internet is a violation of USD 461 appropriate use contract signed at 
enrollment. (See appropriate use contract) 

Library 
We have an excellent library equipped with the latest electronic, journal, fiction, and research resources. 
Books are checked out for three (3) weeks.  If additional time is needed, the book may be rechecked for an 
additional three (3) weeks.  After a 7-day grace period, a fine of 10 cents per day is charged, accumulating 
from the date it became overdue.   Magazines and juvenile books are checked out for three (3) days.  After a 
four (4) day grace period, a fine of 10 cents per day is charged, accumulating from the date it became 
overdue.   Reference books are checked out OVERNIGHT only.  There is NO grace period, and a fine of 25 
cents per day is charged. Students accumulating fines will be subject to denial of library services.  Students 
will be charges replacement cost of lost library materials.   

Lockers 
Hall lockers will be assigned to students at final enrollment each fall.  Students are to be responsible for 
keeping their lockers locked securely.  The school cannot assume responsibility for items missing from 
unlocked lockers.  Locker combinations will be kept on file in the office but not available for student viewing 
(we’ll get the combination for the student if forgotten).  The administration reserves the right to open and 
search school lockers loaned to students if there is a reasonable cause to suspect locker damage or 
unauthorized storage. 

Lost / Found 
A school “Lost and Found” will be kept in the office for students who have lost items throughout the school.  
Items remaining in the “lost and found” at the end of each semester will be donated to a charitable 
organization.   

Lunches  
NHS has a closed lunch period for 7th, 8th, & 9th graders.  These students are expected to remain on campus 
for lunch.  Students in 10th, 11th, & 12th grade will have an open lunch and may choose to leave school 
campus with a waiver signed by the parents/guardians.   
 
Neodesha, USD 461 has implemented the PowerLunch system for the school lunch program to provide a 
better record keeping system that is required by a Federal Law called Accu-Claim.  Under this new law a 
student is allowed only two reimbursable meals per day (breakfast and lunch). Therefore, each student will 
be given an I.D. number. The PowerLunch system will also automatically provide parents with information 
regarding their child's lunch count through PowerSchool and e-mail updates.   
Students will not be allowed to share their number with friends or other family members. Students will need 
to line up alphabetically for lunch within their homeroom groups. 
A parent may purchase ahead for as many 10-day periods as desired. It is more convenient to have 
breakfasts/lunches purchased ahead since there is a "no charge"  policy for school lunches. 
This "no charge" policy is set by the Neodesha Board of Education.  
The school district policy of payment for lunches is as follows: 
            1. Reduced lunches - minimum payment of $4.00, breakfast - $3.00 
            2. Full paid lunches - minimum payment of $23.50, breakfast - $14.00 
            3. Milk – $0.40 
            4. Adult lunches – $4.00, breakfast - $2.25 
Other options are available as follows: Payment for one full month, semester or year. 
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When your student's account balance becomes low, the PowerLunch machine will automatically print a 
payment reminder that will be given to the student at the end of the day. The first reminder is given to the 
student when there is $5.00 and less left in the account.  
 
All NHS students may bring their lunch, or participate in our hot lunch  program.  Cost of school lunches will 
be posted at the beginning of each school year.  Lunch payments are to be made before school (7:45 – 8:00 
a.m.).  Proper manners are expected in the lunchroom and food is not to be taken outside the lunchroom. 

Unpaid Meal Policy 
In order to comply with state and federal meal reimbursement guidelines, student meal accounts are not 
allowed to incur debt larger than $10.00.  If a student’s account reaches a negative balance of -$10.00, the 
student is no longer allowed to charge meals and will be provided an alternated meal by the district for up to 
5 days.  The meal typically consists of a carton of milk and bowl of cereal. Since it is provided free to the 
student, it must be at a minimal cost to the district.  After this period, parents/guardians must send money or 
make other arrangements for the student’s meals.  When a student’s meal account balance gets low, notes 
are sent home.  Parents/guardians may also log into PowerSchool to check meal account balances.  School 
personnel make every effort to collect unpaid meal charges by contacting the parent/guardian through 
phone calls, emails, and/or letters in order to avoid student’s not receiving a hot meal. Parents/guardians are 
encouraged to fill out an Application for Free and Reduced Priced School Meals at the beginning of the 
school year or any point thereafter.  Families who do not qualify initially, but have a change in circumstances 
should reapply.  If a student’s meal status changes to free and /or reduced, all outstanding balances must 
still be paid in full. 

Medication 
Students who are on prescription medication that is to be taken during school hours are required by law to 
bring the medication to the office to register it before dispensing.  The student will come to the office at the 
designated time to take the medicine.  Non-prescription medication may be kept with the student as long as 
the quantity does not exceed dosage a day; otherwise it also must be kept in the office. 

Meeting Schedule 
Most activity meetings will take place during the meeting period on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Week 1…National Honor Society & Jr. FCCLA 
Week 2…Sr. FCCLA & MS Stucco 
Week 3…FFA & MS Talent Search 
Week 4…Sr., Stuco & Jr. FFA 

Military Notice for Students/Parents 
Recognizing the challenges faced by military recruiters, Congress recently passed legislation that requires 
high schools to provide to military recruiters, upon request, access to secondary school students and 
directory information on those students.  Both the "No Child Left Behind Act of 2001" and the "National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2002" reflect the requirements. In accordance with those acts, 
military recruiters are entitled to receive the name, address, and telephone listing of juniors and seniors in 
high school.  Parents, you have the right to opt-out, but this request must be made in writing to NHS.  

Participation Policy 
It is the policy of the Board of Education for USD 461, that any student participating in school activities must 
be in attendance the last four academic hours of school prior to the event (11:45-3:25), unless prior 
arrangements have been made with the school administration.  Sponsors of activities are responsible for the 
enforcement of this policy.  
 
Students who participate in activities away from school can only ride home with a parent or in a vehicle 
provided by the school. The parent must be physically present to have their student released to them. 

Parties 
It is school policy that teachers do not allow parties in their classroom.  Enrichment or extension activities 
fostering students’ learning are encouraged, however food and/or drink are not to be brought to classrooms 
or lockers (use of the cafeteria or foods lab might be possibilities for educational use involving food). 

Personal Property 
To help protect personal property, we ask: 
1 mark all personal property with your name 
2 do not bring valuable items/large amounts of money to  

school 
3 keep hall and gym lockers locked at all times. 
4 report to the office any lockers or locks that may be broken 
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5 while on school property, do not borrow from or lend to another student money or items of value. 
6 report any lost or stolen items to the office as soon as possible and check the “lost and found” 

items in the office periodically. 
7 students are responsible for the contents of lockers checked out so should not share locker 

combinations with others. 
Plagiarism Policy 

Honest authorship is a primary value at Neodesha MS/HS.  Dishonestly claiming authorship is plagiarism, 
which is a form of cheating, lying, and stealing.   
Plagiarism: Taking ideas or writing knowingly from another and presenting them as one's own. 
Copyright: A protection of "original works of authorship" that are fixed in a tangible form of 
expression; students should assume all printed work, hard copy or electronic text, is copyrighted. 
Acceptable Behavior in the writing process: 
♦ Discussing the assignment with others for clarification. 
♦ Discussing ideas and details in the literary work in question for understanding. 
♦ Exchanging drafts of papers for critical peer response. 
♦ Participating in classroom activities pertaining to the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, 

editing, and publishing. 
Unacceptable Behavior: 
♦ Plagiarizing 
♦ Surrendering one's paper to another student to use without ensuring that the use will be consistent with 

the provisions of this policy. 
♦ Knowingly allowing another student to plagiarize one's work. 
♦ Assuming the accuracy of the information on a web site without verifying accuracy of that information. 
Consequences of Unacceptable Behavior: 
Whenever a teacher reasonably believes, based upon significant evidence, that a student has plagiarized 
part or all of an assignment or infringed upon copyright protection, the teacher shall evaluate the nature and 
extent of the plagiarism or copyright infringement, advise the student of the existence of the violation, and 
again warn the student that he or she is, or maybe, subject to the following penalties: 
♦ Indicate in writing to the student and student's parents, with a brief statement of the circumstances, that 

the teacher has a reasonable belief that the student engaged in a violation. 
♦ Reduce the credit that the student would otherwise receive for the assignment by a degree 

commensurate with the severity of the violation. 
♦ Refuse to give the student any credit for the assignment. 
♦ Require the student to rework the assignment entirely, using his/her own ideas and style. 
♦ Refer the student to the proper school authorities for an additional counseling or discipline consistent 

with the other policy of NHS. 
Regents Curriculum 

English 4 Units 
You must take at least one unit of English for each year of high school.  Although you are encouraged to 
take courses in journalism, speech, drama/theater, and/or debate in addition to the English requirement, 
these courses cannot fill any part of the English requirement 
Natural Science 3 Units 
You must take three units chosen from the following courses: 
• Biology 
• Advanced Biology 
• Physical Science 
• Earth Science/Space Science 
• General Science 
• Chemistry* 
• Physics* 
**At least one unit must be in Chemistry or Physics. 
**To be eligible for scholarship consideration you must take all three of the following: 

• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Physics 

 
Math 3 Units 
Students must take one unit of each: 
• Algebra I 
• Algebra II 
• Geometry and an ACT score of 22 in math 
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If you completed any of the required math courses in middle school, it cannot count toward the Qualified 
Admissions Math Requirement.  Completion of both Applied Mathematics I and II can be substituted for 
Algebra I only. OR 
1 Additional unit (for a total of 4 units)  
In addition to Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry, you are required to complete at least one unit of 
advanced mathematics selected from: 

• Pre-Calculus  • Trig. 
• College Algebra  • Functions 
• Calculus   * Probability & Statistics 
* Transition to College Algebra 

Social Sciences   
You must complete the following: 
• One unit of U.S. History 
• One-half unit of U. S. Government 
One unit Selected from: 
• Psychology 
• Economics 
• Civics 
• Sociology 
• World History 
• World Geography 
 
No additional units are required for scholarship consideration. 
Computer Technology 
You are required to have one unit of computer technology. 
Foreign Language 
No units required. Two units in one foreign language required for scholarship consideration.  

Renaissance 
Renaissance is a program staffed by school and community volunteers that recognizes and rewards 
students for successfully achieving academic goals.  In this program students voluntarily commit to an 
academic goal for each semester based on an earned Grade Point Average “G.P.A.” [See handbook G.P.A.] 
for a “3.0” (B), “3.5” (B+), “4.0” (A). At the end of each semester students meeting their academic goals 
will receive reward trips based on the obtained level.   
Step #1  sign up before the deadline 
Step #2  study to achieve good grades 
Step #3  take advantage of the rewards 
We hope to see you there! 

Representation Policy 
As individuals involved in an activity offered at our school, students are recognized as official 
representatives of the school and its community.  Student conduct and sportsmanship on and off the school 
premises should display the highest possible standards.  Junior and Senior high school students 
participating in activities representing Neodesha High School shall not: 
1. Smoke or use tobacco 
2. Drink alcoholic beverages 
3. Use illegal narcotics or drugs 
4. Have in their possession any of the above mentioned substances 
Any student found to be involved in any one of the above four mentioned items will be subject to the 
described disciplinary action written in the separate N.H.S. Activity Alcohol, Drug and Tobacco Policy. 

Responsibil ity / Rights 
Enrollment at Neodesha High School carries with it the presumption that the student will conduct himself / 
herself as a responsible member of the school community, and is expected to accept responsibility for his / 
her own conduct and will be afforded all rights as a student in good standing. 
Responsibilities; obey the law, adhere to the policies of the  
School district, complies with the rules and regulations of the school, safeguard the property of the school, 
respect the rights and privileges of others in the school community. 
Rights; a student and his / her parents have the right to receive, upon the opening of school or at the time of 
enrollment, a publication setting forth the major rules and regulations to which students are subject.  A 
student has the right, by law, to attend a public school as long as he / she assumes the responsibility not to 
infringe upon the rights of others.  A student has the right to have an atmosphere conducive to learning and 
to participate in a school curriculum which will provide personal satisfaction and impart the knowledge, skills, 
and understanding adequate for responsible citizenship; and help him / her understanding and appreciate 
the cultural heritage of various ethnic groups in our society.  A student has the right to participate with 



16 

teachers and administrators in recommending school policies and curriculum through student government.  
An individual student has the right to express his / her viewpoint and recommendations either to the 
representative body or directly to the school building administrator.  A student has the right to safety and 
security of personal property and must be present during a locker search.  A student has the right in matters 
of discipline and behavior, to a conference during a short –term suspension or to a fair hearing before final 
action is taken on extended suspension or expulsion, as set forth in Kansas State Law KSA 72-8901-72-
8905.  A student has the right of assembly, petition, and expression as long as such action does not infringe 
upon the right of others or disrupt the instructional program of the school.  Student meetings outside of 
school hours on school property are subject to approval by the building administration and may require the 
presence of a staff member.   Freedom of expression is subject to laws relating to libel or slander; state law 
and board policy governs the school’s authority in matters of obscenity.  A student shares with his / her 
parents the right to dress according to personal preference within guidelines set by the board of education 
unless such dress is dangerous to his / her health and safety or to the health and safety of others or is 
distracting or indecent to the extent that it interferes with the learning and teaching process.  Grooming and 
neatness are also the primary responsibilities of the students and their parents within the guidelines set by 
the board of education. 
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Schedule  

 

 

Neodesha Middle/High School 

Power-Hour Schedule 

August, 2019 

 

Monday/Friday 

8:00-8:45 1st 
 Period 

8:50–9:35 2nd
 Period 

9:40-10:25 3rd
 Period 

10:30-11:15 4th
 Period 

11:20-11:45 Family 

11:45-12:10 MS Lunch 

12:15-1:00 MS 5th 
Period 

11:50-12:35 HS 5th
 Period 

12:35-1:00 HS Lunch 

1:05-1:50 6th
 Period 

1:55-2:40 7th
 Period 

2:45-3:25 8th
 Period 

 

Tuesday 

8:00 – 9:20 1st 
 Period 

9:25 – 10:45 3rd Period 

10:50 – 12:15 HS 5th
 Period 

10:50 – 11:30 MS 5th
 Period 1st 

 Half 

11:30 – 12:00 MS Lunch 

12:05 – 12:45 MS 5th
 Period 2nd

 Half 

12:15 – 12:45 HS Lunch 

12:50 – 1:25 Interventions/Release 

1:30 – 2:00 Homeroom/Meetings 

2:05 – 3:25 7th
 Period 

 

Wednesday 

8:45-9:25 1st 
 Period 

9:30 – 10:10 2nd
 Period 

10:15-10:55 3rd
 Period 

11:00 – 11:45 4th
 Period 

11:50 – 12:35 HS 5th
 Period 

11:45 – 12:10 MS Lunch 

12:15 – 1:00 MS 5th
 Period 

12:35 – 1:00 HS Lunch 

1:05 – 1:50 6th
 Period 

1:55 – 2:40 7th
 Period 

2:45 – 3:25 8th
 Period 

 

 

Thursday 

8:00 – 9:20 2nd
 Period 

9:25 – 10:45 4th Period 

10:50 – 12:15 HS 6th
 Period 

10:50 – 11:30 MS 6th
 Period 1st 

 Half 

11:30 – 12:00 MS Lunch 

12:05 – 12:45 MS 6th
 Period 2nd

 Half 

12:15 – 12:45 HS Lunch 

12:50 – 1:25 Interventions/Release 

1:30 – 2:00 Homeroom/Meetings 

2:05 – 3:25 8th
 Period 
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Scholarships 

Students of N.H.S. have the opportunity of qualifying for university and college scholarships and grants but 
also many local scholarships. ALL scholarship applications are available in the counseling department 
or online on the USD 461 website. 

Sexual Harassment 
Sexual harassment (unwelcome sexual advances, request for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical 
conduct of a sexual nature), which creates a feeling of hostile, offensive, or intimidating environment will not 
be tolerated in the school district and may result in suspensions or expulsion. 

Student Classification 
In order to correctly identify student classification the following scale will be used: 

Freshman 0-6 units of credit toward graduation 
Sophomore 7-12 units of credit toward graduation 
Junior  13-17 units of credit toward graduation 
Senior  18-28 units of credit toward graduation 

Student Privacy Policy 
The superintendent, school board, and USD 461 staff shall protect the right to privacy of students and their 
families in connection with any surveys or physical examinations conducted, assisted or authorized by the 
board or administration.  The district shall provide parents notice of their rights under the Protection of Pupil 
Rights Amendment annually, at the beginning of each school year, and at any other time the school district 
policies in the area are substantially changed.  
Release of Information-FERPA 
 

Unless the information collected from students is designated as directory information, no 
information gathered about students shall be released to third parties without the written consent 
of the parent or eligible student. 

 
District employees may have ongoing opportunities to access confidential information or records that are 
required to be kept confidential.  Much of the student information processed by district employees is 
confidential, and state and federal law limits its release (i.e. driving record, vehicle registration, confidential 
student records, and criminal history background checks). 
 
Employees are prohibited from divulging information contained in the student records and files of the district, 
except to other authorized employees who may need such information for educational purposes in 
connection with their duties and to authorized persons or agencies only in accordance with law, district 
policies, and administrative rules. 
 
If an employee is approached to provide information inappropriately, the employee must refuse to release 
the requested information unless authorized by his/her supervisor or other wise be required to release 
information under law or court order.  In all cases, the employee’s immediate supervisor shall immediately 
be informed of any requests. 
Any employee who inappropriately releases information or uses confidential information obtained in the 
course of his/her employment with the district will be disciplined in accordance with board polices, the 
negotiated agreement, and district procedures.  Disciplinary action may include penalties up to and including 
termination. 

Tardies 
The NMS office staff will track student tardies to 1st and 5th  hours. Students who are tardy to 1st or  5th hour 
will receive the following: 

• 2 free tardies  
• 3rd and 4th offense: 30-minute office detention 
• 5th and subsequent tardies: ISS 

 
The NHS office staff will track student tardies to 1st and 6th  hours. Students who are tardy to 1st or  6th hour 
will receive the following: 

• 2 free tardies 
• 3rd and 4th offense: 30-minute office detention   
• 5th and subsequent tardies: ISS 

 
A student will be considered tardy up to the first ten minutes of class and absent after the ten minute limit.  
An unexcused absence will be assessed to the student after the ten-minute limit.   
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Telephone 
Office phones are available for student use with permission from an office secretary, administrator, or other 
school official.   

Threats 
Students who verbally threaten, intimidate, or harass any N.H.S. staff member or his /her property shall be 
suspended from school and a parent / guardian conference will be necessary prior to readmitting the student 
to classes.  If any Student physically attacks a N.H.S. staff person, the student will be suspended for five 
days with a school hearing for extended suspension or expulsion held.  Students who threaten, intimidate, 
harass, or terrorize fellow students will be subject to disciplinary action and possible legal action 
depending upon the level and frequency of the incidents.  Improper behavior toward fellow students 
must not be allowed to take place at school and will be dealt with appropriately in a timely manner. 

Transportation 
Transportation by bus is provided for all students who live within the USD 461 School District who request it 
at enrollment and who live at least two (2) miles from the school.  Qualified bus drivers transport persons 
from both the grade and high schools. 
Instructions: 
1. Your driver is in charge of both pupils and the bus.  Pupils must obey the driver immediately. 
2. Keep the bus clean / throw trash in dumpsters not on the floor. 
3. Students shall not, at any time, walk about while the bus is in motion. 
4. Any damage to the bus must be reported to the driver. 
5. Students must be on time.  The bus cannot wait beyond its regular schedule for those who are tardy. 
6. Students should never stand in the roadway while waiting for the bus. 
7. Smoking and eating are not allowed. 
8. Unnecessary conversation with the driver is not allowed. 
9. Classroom conduct is to be observed by pupils while riding in the bus, except for ordinary conversation.  

No horseplay will be allowed. 
10. Students must not at any time extend arms or head out the bus windows. 
11. Students must not try to get off the bus, or move about within the bus while it is in motion. 
12. Students must observe instructions from the driver when leaving the bus. 
13. Damages to a bus by a student must be paid by the student responsible for the damage. 
14. The driver will not discharge riders at places other than the regular bus stop near the home, or at 

school, unless by proper authorization form parent, superintendent, or building principal. 
15. Students may not load large projects that will block the aisle on the bus. 
16. Glass objects and balloons are not allowed on the bus. 
17. Students are not allowed to bring live animals (or dead) on the bus. 
18. All loose toys are to be kept in a bag or a box. 
19. Students who are not regular bus route students and wish to ride the bus home to visit or stay overnight 

with a friend, must present a note signed by a parent granting permission or receive permission from 
the building principal.  Students will not be permitted to ride across town to visit or stay with friend within 
the city limits except in cases of emergency. 

20. Bus transportation is a privilege, not a right.  Protect this privilege by following instructions.  Failure to 
follow rules may result in suspension from the school bus. 

Valedictorian/Salutatorian 
Each graduating class of Neodesha High School will recognize a valedictorian as the top "Grade Point 
Average" senior and a salutatorian as the runner-up "Grade Point Average" senior.  Beginning with the 
graduating class of 2015-2016 ties for Valedictorian and Salutatorian will be broken by the top ACT score 
(test must be completed by February).  Beginning with the graduating class of 1998-1999 the valedictorian 
and salutatorian must have successfully completed "Regent's Scholars Curriculum" (see handbook Regent's 
Scholars Curriculum) and must have attended NHS at least one school year. 

Visitors Policy 
Parents of high school students or other adult patrons of the district are welcome to visit school provided 
they obtain a visitor's pass in the front office.  High School students wishing to have a friend visit must 
consider the following: 

1. At least twenty-four (24) hour advance notice is asked. 
2. The visitor must not be attending a neighboring school district. 
3. The visitor cannot visit more than once each school year. 
4. The visitor cannot visit during the last week of the semester. 
5. The visitor must observe all school rules.  If removed from a class, the visitor is removed for the 

remainder of the day. 
6. The visitors must be of junior high or high school age. 
7. Only one visitor is allowed with a student. 
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Weapons Policy 
A student who knowingly possesses any object considered a weapon or facsimile of a weapon at school or 
school activity will face disciplinary action and an immediate report to law enforcement officials.  If the 
weapon is a firearm, expulsion from school for a period of up to 186 days will occur (unless some very 
unusual circumstance is present). 

Withdrawal 
Students, who withdraw from NHS, for whatever reason, are to have parental permission and check out 
through the school office.  A withdrawal form will be taken to all teachers to which the student is assigned 
and to the librarian.  All materials are to be returned and all obligations cleared before student records can 
be officially forwarded. 

Work Release 
Any senior student desiring special consideration and showing extreme need for “early work release” from 
school must present the request to the USD 461 Board of Education during a regularly scheduled meeting.  

Yearbook / Newspaper 
Each year the Bluestreak yearbook honoring all NHS students and student activities is offered to all six 
classes for a minimum charge.  Orders are taken in the fall and into late winter.  The yearbook is delivered in 
August to those farsighted students who had previously ordered the book.  A few extra copies are usually 
delivered but without a prior student order, no guarantee can be given that any will be available upon 
delivery. A school newspaper, the Streak is published 4-8 times a year for students to read articles 
published by students about students.  A weekly Streak Week periodical is also produced by the 
publications class to keep students updated on school events and activities.  The Streak Week and the 
Streak are offered to students without charge as a premium for being enrolled in our school.  
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