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“No Freedom Until We’re All Equal”

By: Holly Lour
 Last year, Macklemore re-
leased his popular song “Thrift 
Shop” and has been a pop sensation 
since then. With only “Thrift Shop” 
and “Can’t Hold Us” being his main 
two well-known songs, Macklemore 
took a risk that many art-
ists would be too scared to 
do this early in his career. 
Macklemore’s latest song, 
“Same Love,” is a gay rights 
anthem that expresses how 
he feels about it and how he 
believes it’s not something 
one can just change. 
 Everyone has many 
different opinions and 
views upon the subject in general.
 “I think gay marriage is like 
inter-racial marriage. You either 
think it’s right or it’s wrong,” Melissa 
Burns shared. “I personally don’t care 
because,  just like any couple, gay or 
straight,  they  can’t  show    affection 

in public.”
 With the gay rights issue at its 
peak of national attention, this “Same 
Love” song could have been a make-
or-break for Macklemore. This song 
could have attracted more respect, or 
could lose a huge chunk of his audi-

ence, which can also affect 
his career dramatically.
 “‘Same Love’ could 
have ruined his career be-
cause he released the song 
when most of society was 
against gay rights,” Kevin 
Rimel shared.
 Though this song is 
a very popular song, there 
could be many reasons why 

it’s so popular. Depending upon the 
person, the song could be popular 
because of the lyrics,  the message, or 
the beat.
          “I think what makes the song so 
famous is because of the reason and 
its message,” Melissa Burns quoted.

           Many questions have been raised, 
due to the song, such as whether or 
not if more songs, with a message 
as strong as this one, would become 
more popular. One major question 
is: what would society be like if more 
artists released songs about subjects 
like this?
 “I think we need to have songs 
with more positive effects on society. 
Much of pop culture has negative atti-
tudes, which affect their listeners,” Mr. 
Wilson shared. “This goes for more 
than just gay rights. I believe, just in 
general, pop culture needs to have a 
more healthy effect on their listeners.”
 Pop culture does have a major 
effect on society, and because many 
people aren’t aware of situations, they 
may not understand the issue.
 “I think if there were more 
songs about touchy subjects, people 
would be more aware because they’re 
more informed.” Jerrick Lowry stated.
 Macklemore took a major 
risk making his third single based on 
a touchy subject that has reached its 
peak in attention in society. Such a 
risk could make or break an artist, yet 
Macklemore continued and survived.Jack Kyle 

Number of years of teaching: 16
Previous Schools Taught At:
Independence High School
Arrowhead Middle School
Northwest Christian Academy
Beloit Jr. & Sr. High
Subjects Teaching at NHS:
Chemistry and Physical Science
Your biggest pet peeves:
The Raiders and Denver Broncos 
Tips for your students to be successful in your classes:
We need to believe in ourselves – even if our feelings don’t agree with 
that belief system.  
Your favorite topic/s to teach in your classes:
I really enjoy  seeing  students   complete  electronic  and   
 electrical projects.  

Macklemore Takes Risk With Gay Rights Anthem

By: Haley Thompson
         Yelling teenagers, banging drums, 
trumpets blaring, and silent excitement 
filling the air. This briefly describes the 
sounds of K-State Band Day. K-State Band 
Day is one Saturday out of the year, when 
high school bands from all over the state 
come to Manhattan, Kansas, to march in a 
parade. Then, they go to K-State Universi-
ty, to play during half-time during one of 
their football games. The day begins with 
a parade, followed by the game. Members 
of the Neodesha Marching Band remember 
the day.
          Lexi Raymond, a sophomore and flut-
ist in the band, said, “The parade was long, 
but it was cool to see all the people that 
came out. Also, getting to watch the other 
marching bands in the parade was fun.”
 After the parade, the bands went 
to the K-State stadium to practice for their 
half-time performance. Neodesha had 
some trouble with this part of the day, with 
the bus breaking down, and the band had 
to get a new bus. The bus breaking down 
would be an annoyance to some, to Austin 
Garcia, a sophomore and saxophonist in 
the band, said it was his favorite part of the 
entire day.
 “Riding the new Manhattan bus 
was my favorite part of K-State Band Day. 
The bus was comfortable, roomy, and fun,” 
Garcia stated.

 After practicing for their half-
time performance, the bands watched the 
K-State football game until half-time. Then, 
they played in front of the entire crowd at 
the stadium. Afterwards, they finally trav-
eled home. Many of the members said 
K-State Band Day was a great experience.
 Mija Meigs, a sophomore and 
clarinet player in the band, said, “K-State 
Band Day was amazing. I met tons of new 
people, and I enjoyed the football game. It 
was so much fun.”
 Next year, the Neodesha High 
School Band will go to another band day. 
It will either be at K-State University or 
Kansas University next year. Last year, the 
band went to Kansas University’s Band 
Day. When asked which band day they pre-
ferred, some had differing opinions.

      “I prefer K-State Band Day over KU Band 
day. Our leaders were super-nice this year, 
and I met more people this year at K-State 
than I did last year. The football game was 
also a lot more entertaining to me.”
 Garcia disagreed, saying, “I pre-
ferred KU’s, because the day seemed to be 
more organized at KU. Plus, the parade was 
shorter there and I liked that.”
 Whether the band goes to KU or 
to K-State, it is certain that the Neodesha 
High School Band will continue to go to 
band days in the years to come.

Band Marches at K-State Band Day Students Enjoy 
Burn Freddy
By: Ashlyn Mishler
       Every year, the day before homecoming, 
the students at NHS have a pep rally that is 
called Burn Freddy. This year was one of the 
most craziest Burn Freddys NHS has ever 
held due to the skit. The students and staff 
explained what they enjoyed most.
 Some people said seeing the kids 
have fun was most enjoyable.
 Mr. Black said, “It’s always a blast 
to see our kids having fun and getting ready 
for a game; I enjoyed seeing them getting 
pepped up for the game.”
 Some said that hanging out with 
their friends was most exciting.
 Micha Noss stated, “I was most 
excited about being around my friends, 
and knowing it was my last year for Burn 
Freddy, was really sad, so I enjoyed every 
moment of it.”
 Angela Dick quoted, “I enjoyed 
hanging out with everyone and having fun; 
knowing it was my last Burn Freddy, I made 
a lot of good memories.”
 Shailea Taylor quoted, “The most 
enjoyable part was being with my boyfriend, 
the football guys, and also being around all 
my friends because some of them I don’t 
know when I will see again with this Burn 
Freddy being their last. It was honestly the 
most craziest and memorable Burn Freddy 
we have had.”
          Some people said the skit was the best  
part. Doug Wells said, “The skit was my fa-
vorite part of Burn Freddy because it was a 
lot of fun watching them have fun.”
 Ciera Perry quoted, “I enjoyed the 
skit     the  best because it was better than 
old traditions we have     done, and it was 
very memorable.”
       Biranda Ketron said, “I enjoyed getting 
to wear wings and be a flying monkey.”
 Aaron Bannon stated, “Being a 
part of the skit with my football players was 
the most enjoyable, because it was our last 
Burn Freddy as a football team, and we got 
really pumped up for the game.”
 Even though it was the seniors’ 
last Burn Freddy as  members of NHS, they 
enjoyed their last  Burn Freddy. 

By: Micha Noss
 Even though most high school 
students  are too old for trick-or-treat-
ing at Halloween, they still have the 
memories of their childhoods.
 Peyton Hearn said, “My fa-
vorite Halloween memory would have 
to be when Marley [his niece] had her 
first Halloween; she was  a fairy prin-
cess, and she looked adorable.”
        Megan Littau said, “I enjoyed when 
my sister and I used to dress up and go 
trick-or-treating at all our neighbors’ 
houses and then after that, trade candy.”
 Chase Kitch said, “Scaring little 
kids at my grandma’s house is my favor-
ite Halloween memory.” 

Students Go Down Halloween Memory Lane
  Blaine Noss said, “When I 
went to Lafontaine on Halloween night 
and tried to freak out my friends was 
my favorite memory.”
 Tanna Howell said, “Working 
Bloody Barns and scaring everybody is 
my favorite memory.”

         Hunter Tyler said he liked  “going 
to the haunted house in Independence,  
but it’s bad because I’m scared of the 
dark, and it freaked me out. There was 
this huge spider and it freaked me out.”
        Maggie Wittum said,  “I like dress-
ing up and going trick-or-treating with 
my niece and afterwards going home 
and trading candy that we didn’t like.”
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