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The Hobbit desolates competition, expectations

By: Sarah Weller
 The Hobbit is a three-part movie based 
off of J.R.R. Tolken’s The Hobbit, published in 
1937. This was one of my favorite books as a 
child. I greatly enjoyed reading about Bilbo and 
Middle Earth, where the story takes place.
 Martin Freeman plays Bilbo Baggins, 
a hobbit who takes an incredible jour-
ney to save the dwarves’ homeland 
from the dragon Smaug, portrayed by 
Benedict Cumberbatch.
           The Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug topped the box office for three 
weeks in a row, beating out Disney’s 
Frozen, in second place, and An-
chorman 2: The Legend Continues, in 
third. So far, it has made a domestic 
gross of 190.3 million dollars.

       The Desolation of Smaug is part two of The 
Hobbit movie trilogy.
       It follows Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit from the 
Shire, as he agrees to help Thorin Oakenshield, 
(Richard Armitage), and his band of dwarves to 
reclaim The Lonely Mountain. Bilbo is pushed 
into his adventure by Gandalf the Grey (Ian Mc-
Kellen), a wizard who is determined to help the 
dwarves prosper once again. In The Desolation 
of Smaug, the small company faces many adver-
sities, ranging from elves to orcs as they attempt 
to finish their quest. 
          The movie is filled with action, adventure 

and even a little love as Kili, an endearing dwarf, 
played by Aidan Turner, swoons for an elf maid-
en named Tauriel, portrayed by Evangeline Lilly. 
         I absolutely loved the movie. It kept me 
completely entranced and thoroughly enter-
tained through all two hours and forty-one 
minutes. This movie has a bit of everything, 

from action and fights to romanti-
cism and humor.  It was not a movie 
you would want to get up and go to 
the bathroom or get refreshments 
during, as it  was a fairly fast-paced 
fantasy/adventure movie. 

      I would highly recommend this 
movie to everyone who has seen or 
read The Lord Of The Rings or The 
Hobbit. However, rethink taking 
young children to this movie, as 

there is a lot of fighting and killing. Even with 
the absence of blood and gore, you might want 
to consider the child’s maturity level due to the 
film’s length and the violence.  
 The Desolation of Smaug is a great 
movie to sit back and relax to watch. The ending 
will leave you wanting much more and antici-
pating the next movie. 
 The third installment, There and Back 
Again, is expected to show up in theaters on De-
cember 17 of this year. It will finish Bilbo and 
Thorin’s journey in their mission to reclaim the 
dwarves’ homeland.

The Desolation of Smaug tops box office

FFA members prepare for speech contest
By: Noah Bowling
        FFA members have been preparing for 
speech contest on February 1st at K-State.
 Some students are preparing for 
extemporaneous speaking. Extemporane-
ous speaking is when a student is given 3 
random topics about agriculture, and they 
have to choose one to write about. They are 
given 30 minutes to write and to prepare a 
speech about the selected topic, and it has 
to be 2-10 minutes long.
        Roxanne Arnold will be competing 
in Extemp. “I like to look forward to topics 
that help chapter development and advanc-
es in agricultural technology.  I’m preparing 
by reading new editions of farm magazines 
and keeping up-to-date on agriculture.”
 Austin Banzet will also be compet-
ing in Extemp. “I’m preparing by reading 

up on my ag topics.  I’m looking forward 
to topics on gardening, cattle, wind energy, 
and animal reproduction.”
 Students who are not competing 
in Extemp, will be competing in prepared 
speech.  Students have to pick a topic about 
today’s agriculture and write a speech about 
it, but the times depend on the age group.  
Freshmen speeches are prepared and are 
2-4 minutes long. Sophomore speeches are 
prepared and are 3-5 minutes long. Junior 
speeches are prepared and are 4-6 minutes 
long.  Senior speeches are prepared and are 
5-7 minutes long.
      Charlie Skinner will be competing 
in sophomore speech. “My topic is Biotech-
nological Advancements in Agriculture.  
I’m preparing by reading and memorizing 
my speech.”

        Hannah Newland will be competing in 
freshman speech. “My topic is Porcine, Bo-
vine, and Equine Valve Replacements.  I’m 
preparing by memorizing my speech.”
 All students will be competing 
against all the active FFA chapters in the 
state of Kansas.  There are preliminary 
rounds for all students, and they will be 
judged according to age, voice, informa-
tion, and overall speech quality.
       Those students who have the highest 
overall score will go into finals, where they 
will recite their speech and be judged again.
 If they are in Extemp, then they 
will be given another topic to write about 
and will give their new speech.    After finals 
and placing, students will wait in the audi-
torium for results; those placing will receive 
individual medals and team plaques.

Select Choir prepares for Dinner Theatre

January 24, 2014

By: Lance Cheshier 
 Select Choir students are prepar-
ing for the dinner theatre on January 25 in 
the NHS cafeteria.
 Students are taking a number of 
steps to prepare their song selections. 
       Michael Keenan said, “I have been burn-
ing my song on a cd, practicing to give orig-
inality, but sounding similar to Joe Elliot, a 
famous singer from the band Def Leppard. 
My song selection is ‘Two Steps Behind’ by 
Def Leppard. I also am trying to put my 
own spin on it, giving it originality.”  
        Zach Johnson said, “ I am practicing 

and going into Mr. Essington’s. Also, I am 
listening to the song, so I can sound my ab-
solute best and getting the jist of the song.”
 Blaine Noss said, “I am practicing 
on the piano and singing because at Din-
ner Theatre, I will be singing while playing 
the piano to the song ‘Eleanor Rigby’ by the 
Beatles.  It is important that I have learned 
to play the correct notes on the piano and 
to be able to sing in tune with the piano.”
 Noah Bowling said, “I am practic-
ing on my own time and with Madi [John-
son]. Our song selection is ‘Say Something’ 
by Great Big World.”

 Other select choir members who 
will be performing include Lance Cheshier, 
Madison Johnson, Sam Curt, Kyle Johnson, 
Shailea Taylor, Katie Olive, Sarah Flessner, 
Sydney Dent, Allyson Busch, Holly Black, 
Shania Bresee, Rylie Shoop, Sophia Gomez 
and Hailey Schultz.

 Dinner Theatre tickets are $12 a 
person. The ticket provides attendees with 
a meal, which is spaghetti casserole. The 
dinner theatre is on January 25, with the 
dinner starting at 6:30 p.m. and the show 
following after at 7:15 p.m.

Commentary: Are kids becoming too reliant on others to fix their problems?
By: Hayden Dierks
 Kids and teens everywhere nowadays 
seem to not want to deal with their own prob-
lems.  They think that their life is “hard enough 
already,” and they ask for help as soon as they 
feel threatened.  This isn’t  a bad thing, given the 
right circumstances, but continued reliance on 
someone else could make children and teen-
agers unprepared for dealing with the world 
around them, especially when they become 
young adults.  
 If not taught how to deal with prob-
lems on their own, kids will not be able to face 
their own problems in the future and will call on 
mommy or daddy to fix them, even as adults.  
 Many children and teens are becom-
ing too reluctant to face their own problems 
head on.  A lot of people could have varying be-
liefs on why this occurs.  
 Heather McDonald stated, “I believe 
that kids are becoming too reliant because their 
parents baby them all the time.”  
 Braidon Beard agreed some teens 
don’t face their issues, but blames social media. 
“I believe so because people can fight their fights 
from behind a computer or phone screen, but 
not with each other, in person.  I believe, howev-
er, that if they do come face-to-face, a resolution 
usually happens.”
 However, if kids did deal with their 

own problems, would it make school and society 
any better?  There are many different views and 
opinions on this particular topic.
 Blaine Noss replied, “There would be 
a lot less drama.”  
 On the other hand, Mr. Wilson said, 
“There are two sides:  sometimes, there would be 
too complicated of problems kids couldn’t take 
care of by themselves, resulting in more prob-
lems, but if it’s a problem they could easily take 
care of alone, they should.  It would build up 
skills for adulthood later in life for them.”
 In many instances, however, adults 
need to be brought in.  Mr. Stierwalt stated, 
“They should definitely get adults involved if the 
situation is life-threatening, like suicide.”
           Braidon Beard agreed, “There are cer-
tain times, like if it’s unfair or if someone will 
get hurt, no matter what.  An adult could keep 
it reasonable.”
        Many students have experienced problems 
where they needed someone to help them. 
 Heather McDonald said, “I’ve had to 
get help before.  In 7th grade, a girl was freaking 
out over a boy, and she kept harassing me and 
wouldn’t stop.”  
          Some said, though, that they’ve never had 
a big enough problem to get help from adults.   
         Braidon Beard stated, “I never asked because 
I grew up taking care of my own problems.”  

 Teachers have had adults help them 
with problems, too.  Mr. Stierwalt gave one ex-
ample, stating, “One time, my parents had to 
give me financial aid because I didn’t have much 
money.”  This shows that everyone needs a little 
help every now and then, in certain situations.
 However, it seems to be a growing 
problem among the youth to ask help for almost 
anything and to rely on someone else to help fix 
their  problems. The reason for this differs,  
 Heather McDonald said, “It all starts 
at home when the parents baby the kids.”  
 Mr. Wilson had a somewhat similar 
opinion, stating that, “It’s the society and culture 
we live in.  It has changed dramatically, and I’m 
not sure why.  I believe parenting styles, vio-
lence, and media all have something to do with 
it.  For example, all you hear is bad things on the 
news and parents become too protective.”
 Then, parents feel as if they must step 
in, even when the teen would best learn by fail-
ing or by struggling and overcoming the chal-
lenge on his/her own.

         While it’s true that some situations require 
help from someone older, kids need to learn how 
to solve problems that they actually could take 
care of by themselves.  If everything is taken care 
of for them, kids and teens will never develop 
into adults who could take care of themselves.  

Facebook arguments cause disturbances in teens’ lives
By: Braidon Beard
 In the past, teens went through 
just as many problems as today, but one 
thing sets the problems apart, a social me-
dia website called Facebook. Admittedly, 
Facebook itself is not causing the problems. 
However, more people used to deal with 
their problems face-to-face, but this is defi-
nitely not the case any more. 
  Many cases today have 
proven that students are dealing with Face-
book arguments more and more, for vari-
ous reasons. Some start fights by insulting 
others or making disparaging remarks 
they likely wouldn’t make in person. Grant 
Johnson said, “I think it’s all really stupid. 

Some people can be very immature and are 
a lot braver over Facebook.” 
         Rylie Shoop said, “I believe that these 
fights are all desperate cries for attention.” 
        Even more so, a lot of students have had 
to deal with problems that offend their be-
liefs. Many students feel that, although of-
fensive things said are protected by the First 
Amendment, some people cross the line 
with what they post and cause arguments. 
 Grant Johnson said, “I believe it’s 
perfectly fine for anyone to be able to ex-
press how they feel in a public place like 
Facebook, but I believe there should be a 
page where people go to share knowledge, 
so it’s not presented as an argument.” 

 Others believe that it is not okay 
to post offensive material on Facebook. 
Heather Mcdonald says that “if a person is 
posting something that brings other groups 
or people to an equal place as everyone else, 
then I believe that is fair, but you should 
watch out when putting your opinions that 
you don’t hurt others’ feelings.” 
 Many people have to go through 
different issues in their lives that involve 
Facebook. People should remember to al-
ways think about what they post before 
they do, that way they don’t get involved in 
a time-consuming, pointless argument that 
leads to nothing but hard feelings and pos-
sibly lost friendships.

Review: Students work on 
New Year’s Resolutions
By: Hailey Schultz
 Many people set New Year’s reso-
lutions for 2014.  They are now following 
through with them.
 Grant Johnson said, “To become 
a better baseball player was my New Year’s 
resolution. I feel as if it’s coming along well; 
I play catch almost every weekend.”
 Others shared the resolution to 
improve athletically. Mason Berryman said, 
“To improve my athletic skills is my reso-
lution; it will be going much better during 
track season because Mrs. Prunty can help 
get me in shape.”
 Some resolutions are for school.
 “To be on time for things more of-
ten is my New Year’s resolution. I am doing 
better, and my attendance is improving,” 
said Melissa Burns.
 Colton Hearn said his goal is to 
get better grades. “The semester just started, 
but I think I’m doing pretty good.”
 Peyton Hearn also had a goal for 
good grades. His goal is “to get a 4.0 GPA; 
as of right now, it’s going somewhat well.”
 “To be more organized is my reso-
lution. I would say that I’m doing okay with 
it,” said Mrs. Jones.
 Dieting and losing weight are 
common resolutions.
 Taylor Eustice said, “I plan to eat 
fewer calories during the day; it is slowly 
coming together.”
 Setting a New Year’s resolution is 
the first step toward improvement; follow-
ing through is the second step.


