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Senior Year, Senior Projects

Seniors Start on Senior Projects
By: Holly Lour
 Every year, in order to gradu-
ate, all seniors must do a senior proj-
ect. A senior project is a project that 
seniors pick in an area of interest, 
which will take them a minimum of 
fifteen hours to complete. Many se-
niors have picked out projects from 
various subjects, and many of them 
have come up with some unique 
projects, which may be something 
they may want to do in the future.
 Madison Johnson, for an ex-
ample, is creating tutus, which she 
will be selling at Chief Little Bear 
Days, because it could give her the 
sales foundation for her owning her 
own salon someday.
 Though some people choose 
projects that may help them in the 
future, many students, however, 
pick a project because it’s something 
they’ve just wanted to do. 
 Braidon Beard, for an ex-
ample, is writing a novel. “Writing a 
novel has been on my bucket list and 
doing it as a senior project seemed 
as a good opportunity to do so.”
 Before anyone can start on 
the project, one must fill out a se-
nior project application and get it 
approved before they can begin. Stu-
dents have put much thought into 
picking their projects.
 “I’m learning how to fly a 
plane because it sounded interesting, 
and my grandpa works at an airport 
in  Kansas City, and he would be able 
to help me,” Hayden Dierks shared.
 Working on senior projects 
is a long process that may take a 

while to complete. The easiest part 
is to get the project approved, before 
beginning the actual work. 
 Towards the end of their 
junior year, students are given  se-
nior project applications, which ask 
about the project they have in mind, 
who their mentor would be, which is 
someone they could be able to meet 
with at least three times. How they 
plan to work toward completing 
their projects is the last major point 
to clarify.  
 Once a project is approved, 
seniors can work on their projects, 
earning their hours. After the appli-
cation is approved, the process dif-
fers, depending on the project.
 “At first, for my book, I drew 
all the rough draft for the pictures, 
and currently, I am writing my rough 
drafts. After that, I will edit  the book 
and then give it to my mentor, Ms. 
Botts, to go over. I plan on going 
over it repeatedly and translating the 
text into older-sounding English,” 
Braidon Beard quoted.
 Since everyone has a differ-
ent project, they all face different 
problems that they have to overcome 
to be successful. 
 “My biggest issue is to find 
motivation,” Madi Johnson shared. 
“It’s a two hour long process just 
for one, so making multiple tutus 
sounded overwhelming.”
 Many seniors have started 
their senior projects and have either 
finished or are coming close to fin-
ishing. Seniors will present their se-
nior projects April 21, 23, and 24th.

Seniors Get Ready 
For Last Year
 By: Ashlyn Mishler
 NHS seniors have said what 
they are most scared of and most excit-
ed about senior year.  Some share the 
activities they are most excited for.
 Kelsi Jaynes quoted, “I’m most 
excited about Burn Freddy, graduation, 
prom and the football games the most 
my senior year, because it’s my last year 
to do any of them, and I’m most scared 
of graduation because I don’t want to 
grow up.”
 Angela Dick stated, “I’m most 
excited about my last year of school, 
and also, I’m excited for prom and Burn 
Freddy. I’m most scared of graduation 
because I’m not ready to say goodbye to 
all my friends.”
        Shania Bresee said, “I’m most excit-
ed about prom, Burn Freddy, and grad-
uation. I am most scared of senior proj-
ects and presenting them to judges.”
         Hayden Dierks quoted, “I’m excit-
ed most about football because it’s my 
senior year and it’s my last year with my 
teammates, and also Burn Freddy; I’m 
not really scared of anything this year.”
 Olivia Berryman stated, “I’m 
most excited about graduation, Burn 
Freddy, prom, and football games be-
cause it’s my last year, and I’m not 
scared because I’m ready to get out of 
this town.”
 Shelby Smith said, “I’m most 
excited about football because it’s my 
last year with everyone, and also Burn 
Freddy is going to be really cool. I’m a 
little scared to graduate because then 
we will realize what we are going to deal 
with when we get out on our own.”
 This year’s seniors are prepar-
ing for everything that will hit them the 
hardest this year and are trying to make 
it the best year together that they can.
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Upperclassmen Offer 
Advice for Freshmen
By: Trinity Coots
 Many freshmen are very un-
sure about coming into the high school. 
As upperclassman were in this situation 
their freshman year, the junior and se-
niors can offer advice. Also, if students 
are unsure about what the teachers ex-
pect, they can always rely on the upper-
classmen to explain. 
           Denton Dean recommends, “Al-
ways keep caught up on your work and 
come to school as much as possible.”
 Holly Lour quotes, “Join as 
many groups and organizations as pos-
sible, but remember you have responsi-
bilities before you get the fun part.”
 Heather McDonald quotes, 
“Don’t procrastinate and get sleep at 
night, so you don’t fall asleep in class.”
 Casey Connelly says, “Stay on 
top of your work, do things the right 
way, and if you’re an athlete, stay com-
petitive and remember that you’re a 
student first.” 
 James Reese quotes, “Do as 
many activities as you can and experi-
ence all the stuff you can.”
 Rylie Shoop recommends, 
“Don’t be intimidated by the upper-
classmen; they have been where you are 
and are willing to help you with what-
ever you need.”
 Juniors and seniors offer some 
helpful advice for younger students to 
be successful.

By: Acille Aguirre
 Every year, NHS receives new stu-
dents from different towns, and some fam-
ilies of Neodesha decide to host a foreign 
exchange student. This year, we received 
several new students, including six foreign 
exchange students.
 Petra Kvassayova, from Slovakia, 
explains how she had to make adjustments 
moving to America.
 Petra Kvassayova said, “In my 
country, math is not as important so learn-
ing math is difficult.”
 Foreign exchange students explain 
how the American lifestyle and culture is 
different from theirs.
 Marc Hiersig from Germany said, 
“In my country, Germany, our food is a lot 
healthier, we don’t have the same holidays, 
and at my school, we don’t have sports.”
 Ruidong Zuo said, “Our foods are 
very different. In my country, China, our 
school is much bigger, and there are a lot 
more cars on the road.”
 Besides exchange students, NHS 
also welcomed several new students. New 
students explain what sports and activities 
they are excited to be in.

 Hunter Tyler from Independence 
said, “I’m excited for football and basketball 
season because I think they will give me ex-
perience in both sports.”
 Kelsey Potter from Northern 
Manhattan said, “I’m looking forward to 
basketball season because it’s a sport I en-
joy, and I’m also excited to be FBLA be-
cause I didn’t have the opportunity to be in 
FBLA at my old school.”
 New students explain how their 
old school was different from NHS.
          Dalton Mitchell from Gardner said, 
“NHS is a lot smaller; I also think this 
school is a lot better and has really nice 
teachers.”
 Jordan Cushenbery from Inde-
pendence said, “Independence is a lot big-
ger with more people, and there are more 
classes to choose from.”
 Exchange students also look for-
ward to a number of new activities. Eli-
da Raa from Norway explains what she is 
looking forward to in America.
             Elida Raa said, “ I’m looking for-
ward to experiencing the American cul-
ture, learning to speak fluent English, and 
becoming involved in school spirit.”

 Foreign exhange students explain 
how they are enjoying America so far.
 Bosko Bulatovic from Montene-
gro said, “I like the culture difference and 
the food.”
 Salome Lambert from Belgium 
said, “I enjoy learning how the American 
life and school is different.”
         NHS receives new students from many 
towns in Kansas and foreign exchange stu-
dents from around the world.  New stu-
dents and foreign exchange students have 
to make new friends and make a lot of new 
adjustments moving to Neodesha.


