
The October meeting of the USD 461 Board of Education was held Monday, October 12, 2015, 
at 7:00 p.m. at the U.S.D. 461 Board of Education Office. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Kenley Thompson.  Under the consent agenda the 
board approved the agenda, minutes of the September 14 regular meeting and budget hearing, 
warrants, school activity reports, and treasurers report.  
 
The Blue Tunes under the direction of Ray Essington, performed for the board and thanked them 
for their new Blue Tunes attire.  
 
New High School Art teacher, Grace Luther, and High School English teacher and girls tennis 
coach, Bill Goodwin, were introduced and welcomed by the board. 
 
Hannah Dillon gave an elementary principal report and the board reviewed the written report of 
High School Principal, Daryl Pruter.   
 
Cathy Spencer of Schaefer Johnson Cox Frey Architecture shared an update on the building 
project and answered questions regarding a bid from McConnell and Associates. 
 
Tonya Bell shared an article on the new gifted program through the Tri-County Special 
Education Cooperative. 
 
The board approved 2015-2016 trip requests for the yearbook staff, Blue Tunes, Business 
department, high school band, and FCCLA. 
 
Under business, the board selected Jackie Chandler as the voting delegate and Tonya Bell as the 
alternate for the Kansas Association of School boards convention in December. 
 
Donations were gratefully received from the Community National Bank for $363.00 from the 
Bluestreak debit card fundraiser, and the Fraternal Order of Eagles for $150.00 to the FFA for 
the Rural Safety Initiative for Kids. 
 
The board also approved a contract with McConnell & Associates for the track repair and 
resurfacing at a cost of $192,250.00 as part of the current building project. 
 
Approval was given to join the Regional VIII Education Service Center in order to access the 
TIPS/TAPS group purchasing for track repairs.  The consensus of the board was to pursue the 
Option 2 proposal from McConnell & Associates to repair and resurface the track. 
 
Under the superintendent’s report, Mr. Potter reported that enrollment is currently up 21 FTE 
over last year.  The application for the additional Extraordinary Needs Funds has been submitted 
to the state department. 
 
Mr. Potter also reported that Burlington and Yates Center have elected to leave the Tri-Valley 
League.  The league principals voted to add Leon Bluestem as a member beginning with the 
2016-2017 school year. 



 
The board approved an exit survey to be completed by the parent or guardian of students who 
leave the district. 
 
Mr. Potter shared the test results of the 2014-2015 Kansas Assessment Program.  Official results 
will be released in the future and more information will be presented at the November meeting. 
Under miscellaneous items, the board discussed House Bill 2345 that proposes limits regarding 
who would be eligible to serve as a board member.  It would prohibit a person from serving on a 
school board if the person has a spouse, sibling or parent who is an employee of any district in 
the state or had a substantial interest in any business that provides services to the state.   
Boardmembers completed surveys for the Kansas Legislative Research Department. 
 
Tonya Bell was presented with a certificate from KASB for her participation in training 
programs. 
 
Following an executive session for the discussion of personnel matters and matters affecting a 
student, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 


