
The November meeting of the USD 461 Board of Education was held Monday, November 9, 
2015, at 7:00 p.m. at the U.S.D. 461 Board of Education Office. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Kenley Thompson.  Under the consent agenda the 
board approved the agenda, minutes of the October 12 regular meeting, warrants, school activity 
reports, treasurer’s report, and hired Sharon Ruby as a Heller Elementary custodian.  
 
New High School Social Science teacher and coach, Mike Casteel, was introduced and 
welcomed by the board. 
 
Melissa Johnson gave an elementary principal report. Topics included Career Development 
Week November 16-20.  They also discussed plans to enhance the presence of the elementary 
schools on Facebook and shared other upcoming events. 
 
Daryl Pruter presented the high school principal report and high school student, Jordan 
Cushenbery, shared information about an FCCLA project called Cellphone Soundoff during the 
week of November 16-20.   
 
Jim Arnold shared an update on the building project.   
 
Tonya Bell shared information about new special education guidelines for servicing non-
identified students and noted that there will be an upcoming legislative forum. 
 
Under business, the board approved the 2015-2016 site councils for the elementary and high 
schools. 
 
Under the superintendent’s report, Mr. Potter reported on the results of a parent survey that was 
offered during parent teacher conferences.  He also shared an update on the track project that is 
on hold until spring.  
 
He reported that Neodesha USD 461 had been awarded $50,567 by the state from the 
Extraordinary Needs Fund for this year’s increased enrollment and shared statistics that compare 
USD 461’s state assessment results with other surrounding schools. 
 
The board was reminded of the District Holiday dinner to be held on November 10.  Twelve 
district employees will be receiving years of service awards. 
 
Following an executive session for the discussion of personnel matters and matters affecting a 
student, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 


