
The January meeting of the USD 461 Board of Education was held Monday, January 9, 2017, at 
7:00 p.m. at the USD 461 Board of Education Office. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Jackie Chandler. 
 
Superintendent, Don Potter, noted that January is Board Member Appreciation month.  Board 
members were commended for their service to the district. 
 
Under the consent agenda the board approved the agenda, minutes of the December 12, 2016 
regular meeting, warrants, school activity reports, and treasurer’s report.  They also regretfully 
accepted the resignation of Rhonda Forsythe as North Lawn Elementary secretary at the end of 
the school year. 
 
Under comments from patrons present, Jerry Rogers from the Skils Program, presented the board 
office with Bluestreak Christmas ornaments. He also noted that Bret Chilcott of Ag Eagle, 
donated a single wing drone to the technology department. 
 
FFA officer, Preston Dufar, reported on upcoming contests and their adoption of a family at 
Christmas.  Advisor, Jay Sherrod, introduced his student teacher, Makayla Leslie. 
 
Carol Bramhall reported on the recent Tri-County Special Education meeting.  She noted that 
there are currently 120 students in the coop who are receiving gifted education services through 
the partnership of Tri-County with the Southeast Kansas Education Service Center. 
 
Hannah Dillon, assistant elementary principal, reported on the Blue Cross Blue Shield grants the 
elementary schools received to purchase water bottle filling stations.  She also noted that the 
district spelling bee will be held on Tuesday, January 10 at the high school auditorium.  The 
kindergarten Raising Readers Workshop will be held on January 12. 
 
Nathan West gave the high school administration report.  He noted that signs were placed at the 
main entrance and the activity entrance near the gyms to assist patrons and guests in locating the 
main office and other activities. 
 
He also shared that the high school will introduce a 2nd chance breakfast during the advisory 
period for students who did not obtain breakfast before school.  The high school administration is 
working on procedures to address chronic absenteeism and incentives for high school students. 
 
Phil Jarred, PA reported on the results of the financial audit for 2015-2016.  No major violations 
were noted and the report was approved for filing. 
 
The board approved the senior trip on May 6 & 7 to Kansas City and gave approval for the Chess 
Club to attend a competition in Galena, Missouri. 
 
Under business, the board appointed Connie Shiverdecker, Jackie Chandler, and Kenley 
Thompson to the 2017-18 negotiations team. 
 



They also approved recommended KASB policies and approved the Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Healthy Habits for Life Grant as well as a Federal Food Service Equipment Assistance Grant in 
the amount of $26,762.72 to purchase a cold food bar for the high school and a hot and cold food 
bar  for North Lawn Elementary. 
 
The board approved the renewal of the Superintendent’s contract through June 30, 2019 with 
compensation to be determined at a later date. 
 
Under the superintendent’s report, Mr. Potter shared information about the upcoming strategic 
planning process.  He also was given permission to begin securing bids for a new suburban and a 
car. 
 
Mr. Potter noted that the high school principal job would be officially advertised on January 10.  
He hopes to be able to have a recommendation by the February board meeting.  He also reported 
that the bond project will be finished soon.   Hopefully, plans will proceed for the track project 
this summer. 
 
Under miscellaneous items, Connie Shiverdecker and Drew Johnson volunteered to attend the 
Legislative Luncheon in Topeka on January 31 with Mr. Potter. 
 
Following an executive session for non-elected personnel, the meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


