
The budget hearing and May meeting of the USD 461 Board of Education was held Monday, 
May 9, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. at the U.S.D. 461 Board of Education Office. 
 
The budget hearing was called to order by President, Kenley Thompson.  The board approved 
the revised budget of $6,767,192.  The hearing adjourned and the regular meeting was called to 
order. 
 
Under the consent agenda the board approved the agenda, minutes of the April 11, 2016 regular 
meeting, warrants, school activity reports, and treasurer’s report. Helen Phillips was hired as a 3rd 
grade teacher for the 2016-2017 school year and Tabatha Schoonover was hired as a North Lawn 
paraprofessional for next year. 
 
Thank you notes were read from Beverly Gaston for the memorial book in her mother-in-law’s 
memory and from Megan Gulley for helping with her expenses to attend National FCCLA 
meeting in California.  Numerous thank you notes were received from staff members for the 
Staff Appreciation lunch held on May 3. 
 
Assistant Elementary Principal, Hannah Dillon, reported on Body Venture, upcoming training 
for the STEM Grant, summer staff activities, and upcoming student activities.  She also reviewed 
proposed changes to the elementary handbooks. 
 
Tonya Bell reported on the recent Tri-County meeting.  She noted that they have been hiring 
staff for next year and she reported on recent activities.  Superintendent Potter noted that the 
financial contribution from the district should remain about the same as the current year. 
 
Jim Arnold reported on the building project.  He noted that the elementary buildings are finished 
and the high school is in the final stages.   
 
The board approved a request from the Neodesha FFA Chapter to participate in a community 
service project in Medicine Lodge to join with other FFA chapters to re-build agricultural fences 
that were destroyed in the wild fires this spring. 
 
Under business, the board approved the handbook changes and district office summer hours of 
7:30 – 4:30 Monday through Thursday and 8:00 – 11:00 on Fridays. 
 
They also gave approval to establish the Summer Food Service Program.  It will run from June 6 
through July 29 at Heller Elementary School. 
 
Supplemental assignments for 2016-2017 were approved and authority was given to use 
contingency funds as needed to pay May and June expenditures. 
 
The board regretfully accepted the resignation of Dennis Depew as a school board member as of 
June 30, 2016.  They acknowledged his 21 years of service to USD 461.  The process to replace 
him will begin in July. 
 
 



Superintendent, Don Potter, reported that the special awards assembly is on May 10 at 7:00 p.m.  
He also noted that there will be a tour of the facilities at the June 11 Alumni meeting as well as 
an Open House on May 19 from 6:00 – 7:00 at all three buildings. 
 
Under miscellaneous items, he reported that the Staff Appreciation lunch was a success and that 
Baccalaureate and Graduation will be on May 14. 
 
Following an executive session for personnel and negotiations, the meeting adjourned at 8:05 
p.m. 
 
 


