
The February meeting of the USD 461 Board of Education was held Monday, February 8, 2016, 
at 7:00 p.m. at the U.S.D. 461 Board of Education Office. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Kenley Thompson.  Under the consent agenda the 
board approved the agenda, minutes of the January 11 regular meeting, warrants, school activity 
reports, and treasurer’s report.  They also accepted the resignations of Christine Pelton as high 
school dance sponsor and Paulla Mitchell, middle school language arts teacher, who intends to 
retire at the end of the 2015-2016 school year.  The board expressed their appreciation of her 
years of service to the district. 
 
Dr. Paul Martin shared information about the new middle school/high school Advocacy 
Program.  It appears to have been successful in helping to reduce the number of students with 
failing grades. 
 
Jim Arnold and Jeff Piatt reported on the building project.  The elementary buildings are nearly 
complete and the high school is progressing well.  It was noted that the north gym floor is due to 
be resurfaced and the bleachers on the home side need maintenance. 
 
Melissa Johnson, elementary principal, reported on the success of the recent Raising Readers 
Breakfast and shared information about various professional development events the elementary 
staff is attending. 
 
High School Principal, Daryl Pruter, reported on recent high school events, including the 
musical, homecoming, and forensics tournaments. 
 
Tonya Bell gave a report on the recent Tri-County Special Education meeting.  She noted that 
the meeting with Dr. Randy Watson, education commissioner of Kansas, hosted by Tri-County 
was very informative.  Also attending were Connie Shiverdecker, Carol Bramhall, and 
Superintendent Potter. 
 
The board approved the senior trip to Memphis, Tennessee on May 7 and 8 following a 
presentation by senior class secretary, Katie Lamendola. 
 
Under business, the board approved recommended KASB policy updates. They also voted to 
change the date of the March board meeting to March 9 due to the regular meeting falling during 
spring break and to move the July board meeting to July 18 due to a schedule conflict.   
 
Drew Johnson was appointed to serve on the board of the Recreation Commission and Kenley 
Thompson, Connie Shiverdecker, and Jackie Chandler were appointed to the negotiating team. 
 
Under the superintendent’s report, Mr. Potter reported that the local audit for 2014-2015 had 
been completed with no findings. 
 
He also reported that we are applying for a 21st Century Community Learning Center Program 
Grant.  This grant would provide the community with an after school program for grades K-6.  It 
is a 5-year grant that could award close to $500,000.  One of the requirements is to partner with 



an organization in the community.  Plans are being made to partner with the recreation 
commission.  An advisory group has been appointed and the Southeast Kansas Education 
Seervice Center at Greenbush will assist with the application process. 
 
He shared correspondence from EMC Insurance and reported on the legislative luncheon he 
attended in Topeka with Dennis Depew and Kenley Thompson. 
 
Under miscellaneous items, the board reviewed inclement weather procedures and made aware 
that one of the older buses will need replaced or repaired soon. 
 
Following an executive for personnel, the board extended contracts for Daryl Pruter, Randy 
Paxson, Melissa Johnson, and Hannah Dillon through the 2016-2017 school year. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
 


