
The April meeting of the USD 461 Board of Education was held Monday, April 11, 2016, at 7:00 
p.m. at the U.S.D. 461 Board of Education Office. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Kenley Thompson.  Under the consent agenda the 
board approved the agenda, minutes of the March 9 regular meeting, warrants, school activity 
reports, and treasurer’s report.  They also accepted the resignations of Stacie Hall as elementary 
paraprofessional, Amber Knoblock as elementary teacher, Breana Bilyeu as elementary teacher, 
Shawnda Ivy as high school business teacher, and Tara Arnold as elementary teacher at the end 
of the 2015-2016 school year with appreciation for their years of service to USD 461. 
 
Thank you notes were read from Shawnda Ivy for the memorial book in her mother’s memory 
and from Bruce Toews for allowing him to attend the Kansas Music Educators Association 
meeting in Wichita. 
 
Assistant Elementary Principal, Hannah Dillon, shared the recommendation of the curriculum 
committee for new science curriculum in grades K-12. 
 
Jim Arnold reported on the building project.  The elementary buildings are complete and the high 
school is almost finished.   
 
Hannah Dillon, assistant elementary principal, reviewed the elementary principal report which 
included information on a STEM grant that the district received from Emporia State University 
in conjunction with Altoona and Fredonia, the Body Venture display that will be here on April 
20, upcoming Pre-K and Headstart enrollments, and recent tornado drills. 
 
Nathan West reported on the recent Clean-up day that he organized for grades 9-12.  High 
School Principal, Daryl Pruter, also noted that students had recently participated in suicide 
prevention training and the FCCLA had been very successful at the state FCCLA convention. 
Jerry Rogers, high school industrial arts instructor, shared information about his advanced 
drafting class. 
 
Pam Busch, FCCLA advisor, shared that Julie Sherrod and Megan Gulley earned the right to 
compete in the National Programs in Action STAR Event at the national FCCLA convention in 
San Diego, July 3-7.  The board approved the trip and congratulated them on their success.  In 
addition, the Adee family was awarded the FCCLA family of the year, Mary Bauman received 
an honorary degree, and Pam Busch received recognition as an outstanding advisor. 
 
Under business, the board approved the purchase of the science curriculum at a cost of 
approximately $70,000 pending the final status of school finance funding. 
 
The board approved the republishing of the 2015-2016 budget to access the extraordinary needs 
grant funds.  The hearing was set for May 9 at 7:00 p.m. prior to the regular board meeting. 
 
A donation from the Neodesha Tree Advisory Board of $2,680.11 to the USD 461 Bluestreak 
Greenhouse was gratefully accepted. 
 



Superintendent, Don Potter, reported on the effects of the recent school finance bill that is 
pending review by the Kansas Supreme court.  The hearing is scheduled for May 10. 
 
He also shared that he and the technology facilitator are in the process of researching a 1:1 
Chromebook initiative for grades 9-12.  The overall cost would not exceed $80,000 and is 
pending the results of the school finance bill. 
 
The state audit was completed this week.  We had a net decrease of 3.0 FTE that is minimal and 
does not affect the budget. 
 
Under miscellaneous items, the board was invited to attend the 2016 Gifted Education Expo on 
Thursday, May 5 from 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the Independence Community College Community 
Room, West Campus. 
 
Mr. Potter also invited them to attend an Open Government Training session in Chanute on April 
18 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
The board noted that they plan to review senior project policies and procedures in June. 
 
Following an executive session for personnel and negotiations, the board approved the following 
new hires for 2016-2017.  Garrett Wilson – 7-12 Physical Education, Haley Claibourn – 7-12 
Business, Tiffany Culbertson – 2nd grade, Kyla Baker – 2nd grade, and Marla Smith – 4th grade. 
 
Following a tour of the new construction at the high school, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 


