
 
By: Ashlyn Mishler
 Spirit week was last week. It 
included: Monday- Class Color Day; 
Tuesday- Pajama Day; Wednesday- 
Ninja Day; Thursday- Crazy Hair Day; 
Friday- Blue and White Day.
      Many people, students and faculty, 
participated in spirit week.
 Some people dressed up every 
day to show their spirit.
 Biranda Ketron stated, “I 
dressed like a pro every day.”
 Jennifer Vopat also participat-
ed every day. 
           However, some participated in 
one day of spirit week.
 Junior Cameron Lopez stated, 
“On Monday, I represented my class 
by wearing purple socks, purple un-
derwear, purple gloves  and  a  purple 
sweat bracelet.”
 Other people participated in 
more than one day of spirit week. 
 “I wore my class color proudly 
and wore my pajamas,” stated junior 
Haley Farra.
 Sherissa Callarman said, “I 
was a Ninja Turtle on Wednesday, and 
Thursday, I had a bow on the top of my 
head for Crazy Hair Day.”
 Olivia Berryman quoted, “I 
wore my pajamas, and I wore blue and 
white on Friday.”
 McKinley Songer stated, “I 
wore my pajamas on pajama day, and I 
wore blue and white jeans on blue and 
white day.”
 Students and faculty mem-
bers showed their spirit for the school 
if they participated somehow in spirit 
week last week. 

Students, 
Faculty Show 
School Spirit
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By: Holly Lour
 Roses and chocolates. It’s all 
part of the Valentine’s Day holiday, 
but is it all really necessary? The 
answer to this question may vary, 
depending on whom one asks. For 
some, the flowers and candy and 
other gifts may be necessary, but for 
others, it may be a little too much.
 For some, Valentine’s Day is 
a special day to show love; however, 
for many, it’s just another day.
 “Sometimes, Valentine’s Day 
can be sad, if you don’t have a val-
entine. However, whenever you do 
have one, it can be fun, though,” 
shared sophomore Micha Noss.
 “I find Valentine’s Day point-
less. Any day can be Valentine’s Day,” 
senior Caden Dierks said.
 “I believe Valentine’s Day 
can have good value if you have a 
boyfriend or husband, but if you 
don’t, it’s somewhat depressing,” ju-
nior Kaitlyn Shinkle shared.
 For some high school stu-
dents, Valentine’s Day has brought 
disasters upon them.
 “I absolutely hate Valentine’s 
Day! Last year, the day before Valen-
tine’s Day, I was in a house fire. Five 
years ago, my grandmother passed 
away on Valentine’s Day,” sopho-
more Casey Connelly said.
 Despite how people may feel 
about it, most of them celebrate it 
in some way, even if it is with their 
family.
 “Every now and then, my 

family and I would do something 
small, such as going out to eat,” 
shared freshman Zach Johnson.
 “I guess my family and I just 
exchange gifts and that’s basically 
it,” Taylor Knickerbocker said.
 Valentine’s can also have 
values for many people, depending 
on whom one may ask. Some feel it 
is a meaningful day, while others see 
it as too commercialized.
 “I think Valentine’s Day had 
good value, before it became over-
whelmed by becoming too com-
mercialized,” Connelly shared.
 “Valentine’s Day shows peo-
ple how much you care about each 
other,” stated Shinkle.
 Everybody  appreciates re-
ceiving gifts and feeling special; 
however, there is a possibility of go-
ing overboard and too far in spend-
ing for Valentine’s gifts.
 “I think buying chocolate is 
overboard, when all you could do is 
buy them a package of M&M’s and 
call it good,” Dierks stated. 
      “There is a possibility of going 
too far on gifts, to where the other 
person may feel uncomfortable and 
overwhelmed,” Johnson shared.

 Valentine’s Day is just 
around the corner and can be 
viewed and celebrated differently. 
However, like many students have 
shared, Valentine’s Day shouldn’t be 
the only day to show someone how 
much they mean to you.

Roses and Chocolates...or Not Worth the Money?
Students Talk About Valentine’s Day Opinions
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VPL Offers Credit Recovery
By: Katelynn Williams 
       VPL stands for Virtual Prescription Learn-
ing, and it is used to help students catch up.
  Mrs. Prunty says, “VPL is used for 
people who can’t get into a core class or  for 
credit recovery, and they work on assignments 
at their own pace.” 
 Some students like VPL, but some 
other people don’t like it. Tabbitha Patchett 
says,“I like VPL; it teaches me more things that I 
don’t get to learn in class.” 
 Skyler Seller also quotes, “I like VPL; 
it gets you caught back up on classes you that 
you didn’t do very good in.” 
        However, some people are not so happy with 
the VPL experience. 
            For example, Holly Lour quotes, “ I don’t 
really like it because you’re by yourself, and your 
computer is giving you lessons instead of teach-
ers. In my opinion, it’s basically more like home 

schooling because you’re by yourself, going at 
your own pace, and it’s on the computer.”
  There are some flaws in the system. 
Mrs. Essington states, “Students sometimes 
think it would be easier than the regular class, 
and some are procrastinators and that makes for 
some problems.” 
      Mrs. Essington adds, “We are trying to im-
prove VPL by a reward system for kids that work 
and teachers that go and help kids that struggle, 
and for credit recovery, the teachers will com-
bine VPL  lessons with class projects.”
 Mr. Wilson quotes, “Pros of VPL 
would be credit recovery, so kids can stay on 
track and graduate on time. The cons of it is 
what you would learn in the classroom would be 
stronger rather than VPL.”
      VPL does have it’s pros and cons. Some say 
it helps them, and others disagree. Regardless, 
VPL is here to stay, and it is being improved.

By: Makayla VanFossen
 Every year at NHS, a homecom-
ing event is held for both football and bas-
ketball. The basketball candidates this year 
were Jamie Radcliffe and Michael Hatcher, 
Kaitlen Seaboldt and Taylor Knickerbock-
er, Katrina Farmer and Randy Groth, and 
Makayla VanFossen and Jake Scott. Hatch-
er was crowned king and Seaboldt, queen.
 For students to be eligible, faculty 
and coaches send in a list of students who  
are participating in their extra-curricular 
activities. Students must participate or have 
participated in at least two extra-curricular 
activities.  Freshmen, sophomores, juniors 
and seniors then vote for the top four girls 
and the top four boys. From the eight stu-
dents voted for, those students go through 
coronation, and a king and queen are 
crowned at the basketball game.      
 A few of the candidates described 
their reactions when they were announced 
as one of the top eight. 
     Jamie Radcliffe, senior, says, “I wasn’t 
here when they read the list. Kaitlen Sea-
boldt told me, and I was really happy to be 

able to go through the experience, and I’m 
happy with the other candidates.”
     “I was just happy with the fact that I was 
one of the top four candidates for the girls,” 
Kaitlen Seaboldt, senior, said. 
     Katrina Farmer, senior, says, “I was sur-
prised, but glad, I could represent my se-
nior class.” 
    The boys were looking most forward to 
many aspects of homecoming week.
     Taylor Knickerbocker, senior, says, “I’m 
was looking forward to being able to repre-
sent Neodesha and my school.”
     “I was mostly excited just to do some-
thing fun with my fellow classmates,” Jake 

Scott, senior, said.
     A couple of the candidates explained 
what they would say to the student body if 
they had the chance.
       Michael Hatcher, senior, says, “All I want 
to say is thank you because I didn’t think I 
was even going to be a candidate.”
      Makayla VanFossen  says, “I would like 
to say thank you for giving me the oppor-
tunity to be able to do something really fun 
with my senior friends and classmates. It 
was a great experience. It was really fun, but 
also very sad, knowing that this will be my 
last homecoming as an NHS student.” 
       Homecoming was held on February 3rd. 

Candidates Describe Homecoming Experience; Hatcher, Seaboldt Elected

Forensics Team Begins Season; Places 5th at Iola Tournament
2012 Winter Homecoming Court (above): Randy Groth, Katrina Farmer, Taylor Knickerbocker, Jamie Radcliffe, 
King Michael Hatcher, Queen Kaitlen Seaboldt, Jake Scott and Makayla VanFossen.

By: Cameron Lopez
 Throughout the passing months, stu-
dents at NHS have seen other students in the 
hallway talking to themselves, in what appears 
to be very strange and peculiar conversations. 
Are these students crazy? Absolutely not! It’s 
just the Neodesha Forensics team preparing for 
their upcoming season. 
 Forensics includes several categories 
of performances, such as humorous solos, seri-
ous solos, and competition in prose and poetry 
reading. There is also Improvised Duet Acting, 
which is a competition of teams having to create 
five-minute skits, from what topics they draw.
 This year, the Forensics team is main-
ly composed of new members, who are just 
starting to learn the basics of Forensics. How-
ever, for each newcomer, who joins the Foren-
sics team, a new style of performance, which is 
unique to that person, comes along as well. 
 Two of these newcomers are Holly 
Lour and Shania Bresee. They are participating 
in duet acting, which is a scene that is studied 
and performed by the two actors. 
 “I am very excited about this Foren-
sics season. I do not feel nervous about the piece 
that Holly and I are performing because I know 
that our hard work will pay off come competi-
tion day,” said Bresee. 
 Another upstart in the Forensics team 
line up is Kansas Hall. Although Hall is a ju-
nior, this is her first year in Forensics. She is 
competing in serious solo acting. “My piece is 
called ‘Learning to Swim’ by Ann Turner. It is 

a story about a girl who is raped by the local 
neighbor boy, and she has to muster up the cour-
age to live with her pain,” said Hall.  
 Along with serious solo acting, there 
is humorous solo acting. In Humorous, instead 
of displaying pain and suffering, performers 
like Michael Keenan attempt to display pieces 
that are light-hearted and funny. “I enjoy Hu-
morous because I take to it quicker than serious. 
Making someone laugh is more enjoyable than 
making them cry,” said Keenan.

 Last weekend, the Forensics team 
competed for the first time. At Iola, Bret Ivy 
and Cameron Lopez placed 1st in IDA and One 
Act Play. Jackie Newland placed 2nd in prose. 
Van Hutchinson and Megan Chips placed 4th in 
IDA. Sarah Weller and Rylie Shoop placed 5th 
in duet. The team placed 5th out of  15 overall.  
        As a whole, the seasoned members of the 
Neodesha Forensics team enjoy the newcomers, 
who will take their place on the stage and dis-
play their acting skills with dignity and grace.
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